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BimXOT OF BSARIXAirD, TO X7XT. 

Be it remembered, that on this tenth day ^f January, in the fiftieth year 
of the Independence of the United States of America, Thomas Phenix, 
of the said Strict, hath deposited in this office the title of a book, the 
right where'bf he claims as proprietor in the words and figures following, 
to wit: 

<'The. State Contention on Internal Improvements, containing the resolu- 
tions, &c. offered by the different gemtlemen comprising the convention, to- 
gether with an appendix containing the views of Thomas Ellicott, esq. in 
support of the resolutions offered by him to the convention, and which were 
submitted to the sub-committee.*' 

In conformity to an act of the Congress of the United States, entitled «An 
Act for the encours^ement of learning, by securing the cofiies of maps, charts, 
and books, to the authors and proprietors of such copies during the times 
therein mentioned,*' and also to an act entitled '*An act supplementary to the 
act entitled "An act for the encouragement of learning, by securing the 
copies of maps, charts, and books, to the authors and proprietors of such 
copies, during the times therein mentioned,** and extending the benefits 
thereof to the arts of designing, engriving, and etching historical and other 
prints.*' 

'^ PHILIP MOORE, Clerk 

of the DUtrict ofMar^lmdi, 
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The rapidity with which the subscription to this work has been 
filled up, enables the publisher to put it to press at a much 
earlier date than was anticipated; the respectability of the names is 
the best criterion to judge of the interest that is excited in the 
objects of the convention. Had it been contemplated to usher 
their proceedings to the citizens in this shape, a stenographer would 
have been employed to give the debates in extenso; an effort was 
made, however, to procure from the gentlemen who took an active 
part in the business of the convention, a sketch of the remarks 
offered by them in support of their various resolutions and opinions: 
but, after consideration, they declined presenting them to the public^ 
not having data wherefrom to furnish even a rude sketch. The 
work is therefore submitted in its present form, in the belief that 
it contains an ample and interesting detail of ail the subjects em- 
braced by the convention. 
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fiaUimorej December lAtJi^ 1825. 

^This being the day appointed for the meeting of the delegates from 
the several counties of Maryland, to deliberate upon measures be»t 
.calculated to promote the internal improvement of the state; at 
eleven o'clock the delegates, appointed by the several counties 
hereinafter mentioned, assembled in Ihe chamber of the first branch 
of the City Council of Baltimore^ appropiiated (or theiir accommoda- 
tion by the mayor of the city; the meeting was called to order by 
the honorable John R. Plater, of St. Marys' county, when, on motion 
of gpvemor Sprisg^ of Prince Georges' county, the venerable 
CHARLES Carroll, of Carrollton, was unanimously appoint- 
ed to preside over the deliberations of the convention. 

On motion of Daniel Jenifer, esq. of Charles county, John 8. 
Skinner^ esq. of the city of Baltimore, was appointed secretary, 
and Thomas Fhenujc^ of said city, assistant secretary. 

The roll being called, the following gentlemen answered l;o th/eir 
names, viz: from 

Frederick county, John M'Pherson, William Tyler, Grafton 
Duvall, Richard Potts, John Nelson, John Thomas, Joha^l^e. 

^Ueghany count^^ John M'Mahon, John M'Henry, John Hoye, 
John Templeman, Andrew Bruce, Robert Swan. 

Washington county. William Gabby, Thomas Buchanan, Wil- 
liam Fitzhugh, John Blackford, William Price, Thomas C. Brent^ 
Franklin Anderson. 
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Uesolvtd farther. That whilst this conTeotion regard the Chesapeake and Ohio 
^canal, the Susquehanna canal, and every other canal which has heen, or may 
be projected in this state, promising a yield proportioned to its outlay, as all 
worthy of state attention and state efforts; when the ability to execute them 
arrives, they deem it the true and only efficient policy of this state, not to 
divide or distract its forces by laboring proportionally or alternately on these 
various objects, but to bestow its concentrated energies i/pon tfiem severally 
and consecutively, ace(frding to their respective value and importance. 

Because, the canal policy is as yet an untried one in this state, and we can 
hope for the successful accomplishment of all the objects of internal improve* 
ment within our state, only by the selection and instant accomplishment of some 
one of these objects, which will place before the eyes of obr citizens, a prac- 
tical illustration of the advantages to result from the adoption and vigorous 
support of such a policy. 

Becauac, by executing tkem itvetally iind consenUivtly, we shall soon find in 
the yield from the works which we may have perfected, a powerful, auxiliary, 
or perhaps an entire substitute for the means which, it is difficult, if not im- 
possibly to procure, in this day of individual and state exigency, for the com- 
pletion even of all the objects of major importance. 

because, the experience of our sister stales, wherever a general fund has 
been amassed for the purposes of intiernal iibprovement, and has been distri- 
buted proportionably amongst the several sections of those states, in subser- 
vience to sectional interests and feeHtigs, abundantly demonstrates the folly 
of dividing and distracting the attention and the energies of the slate, by pre- 
senting to it a multiplicity of objects, and of partitioning its funds amongst them, 
where these funds are not in present possession adequate to the entire accomplish- 
ment of all; and teaches us the salutary truth, **i}iai nations as well as indivi- 
^tialSf may and will prohably lose all by grasping at too muchj and that the true 
secret of proivttlive labor consists in effecting the objects of it little by little.'*^ 

ilesolved further. That in the opinion of this convention, it is incumbent 
upon the state of Maryland, both from a regard to duty and to interest, firstly 
and instantly, to give itself wholly to the important object of effecting an entire 
wateip- communication by a canal, between the city of Baltimore and some 
suitable point within the limits of Alleghany county, and at or near the eastern 
base of the Alleghany; to be selected with reference to the double object of 
such a canal, in bpening to the citizens of the western sectiot^ of this state, 
an easy and expeditious water transportation for all theirproduc/s and articles 
of commerce, but wkme especially for the most advantageous conduct of the 
coal trade from that county, and in drawing near to us, and in scouring foi* us 
and Baltimore, our commercial city, the trade of the west; and with reference 
also to that contemplated extension of such a canal, to an entire connection 
with the waters of the Ohio, which the most careful experiments of latter 
days have pronounced practicable, and which the national wisdom, from a 
regard to the national interests and the natinnal uriion, m'Ht at some early 
period effect. ^ 
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liesolvcd fm-thert That whilst the members of this conrention are fully sen- 
lible that the practicability of an entire water communication between the east 
and the west^ by the route of the Potomac and Ohio, has iuTested the pro- 
posed Chesapeake and Ohio canal with a national character, which has im- 
parted to it many of its commercial and social advantages, and whilst they 
look upon its entire extension from the waters of the east to those of llie west* 
as a consummation devoutly to be wished for, and would yet fondly and 
confidently look to it as an early event; in Iheir opinion it is expedient, is 
order to the effectuation of all or any part of the proposed objects, to detack 
from them, those parts which seem more peculiarly to possess a naUons^ 
character, and to invite for their accomplishment, the energies and the hoA 
of the government of the United States from those which are of minor import- 
ance, and oniy claim rank amongst objects of state attention and expendftus, 
and to bound our views, as citizens of Maryland, in our state efforts, at thi 
eastern base of the Alleghany — leaving the extension of the proposed caul, 
beyond this point of comparatively easy attainment, over the rugged and §!•• 
pendous barriers which nature has interposed between the waters of thi 
east and the west, to the more ample resources of the national govemnMi; 
or of our own state, in the day of its success, in the accomplishment of thi 
former and more limited object, and to that more auspicious period/ mhm, 
after the exploration of every possible and practical route, and the coUatiN. 
of all their respective advantages, every facility in the execution of such ass* 
necting canal will be known and may be grasped; and when the succesrfi 
operation of the canal, completed to its base, will at once demonstrate ds 
utility and necessity of its extension, and will prescribe dimensions adaptiA 
to the probable extent and value of the trade which must flow along it, att 
moment when these can be more accurately ascertained. 

Resolved further, That the members of this convention, regard the proposii 
canal from the city of Baltimore to some suitable point within the limits ff- 
Alleghany county, as a work promising a greater yield, and a more enrichiif 
interest upon the capital to be expended in its completion, than any timibr 
work which has been, or can now be, projected ot executed by the state ef 
Maryland, or its citizens; and, that from a regard to its productiveness, aA to 
the objects of such a canal, which require for their accomplishment an enlarfsd 
and liberal policy, not to be expected at the hands of a gain-seeking and short- 
sighted company, the state of Maryland should undertake, for her o^n bttoe- 
fit, and with her own resources, the entire completion of such a canal. , ' 

Because, such a canal will furnish an easy, expaditious, constant and 
cheap method of transportation of every product, to eighty o» one hundred 
thousand of our citizens; will give value to every article of commerce within 
our extensive western counties; will produce that easy exchange of eoBimo- 
dities, which will result in the appropriation and use of every foot of oar 
western territory for the purposes to which it is best adapted; and in creatingik 
market for the forest and mineral stores of Alleghany, will at once reclaim 
for its proper use, every acre of arable land within the more fertile intenae* 
diate counties. 
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Because, such a canal will terminate on the west, at heds of mineral coal, 
inexhaustible in quantity and unrivalled in quality, for the sake of the trade 
in which, within narrower limits and a more contracted market, and for such 
trade alone, more costly and difficult canals hare been constructed in other 
countries, and have been found immensely productiye; and from which, and 
which alone, commanding a more extensive market than is enjoyed in that 
trade, from most if not all other coal mines known to us, and defying a 
competition in quality, the state may reasonably anticipate a yield more than 
equal to the interest of the money which it may expend in constructing such 
canal. 

Because, such a canal will open a thorough water communication between 
the Atlantic markets and many thousand acres of land in Alleghany county, 
yet owned by the state of Marylanci, and now valueless and unsought at any 
price, because of remoteness from a market for their products. 

Because, besides the mere toll to be derived from the passage through the 
proposed canal of the trade of our western territory, which promises of itself, 
to remunerate the state for its expenditures, and the immense additions to 
individual and state wealth, which will result from calling into instant use 
and enjoyment, every foot of our western territory, in the most advantageoui 
. manner; and iq giving their total value to some and an enhanced value to all of 
tf its products, we may safely claim for such canal* the trade of au immense 
tract of country, lying north and within the limits of Uie state of Pennsylvania, 
'and south and within the limits of the state of Virginia, enlarging in its extent 
as it recedes from the Atlantic border, until, at the western extremity of such 
a canal, the line of its trade will be found to reach to the very centre of either 
state. And when the numerous tributary streams of the Potomac, flowing 
from the north and from the south, which furnish the means of canal naviga- 
tion, shall have been converted into auxiliary canals, as the enterprize and 
wisdom, even of this day of limited information and ability has already pro- 
jected, no human efforts can divert from the proposed canal, the entire trade 
of the Potomac border, and of the western and midland counties of both these 
extensive and fertile states. 

Because, the effect of its completion will be to place Baltimore, our com- 
mercial city, at the eastern base of the Alleghany, and in point of land trans- 
portation, within forty miles of a large and improveable tributary of the Ohio, 
within seventy^five or eighty miles of the nanfs^le Monongahala, within one 
hundred, or one hundred and ten miles of PflUbnrgh, the emporium of a large 
portion of the west, and within one hundred ted thirty-five miles of Wheel- 
ing, its commercial rival, with most of which, a connection is already formed 
by the link of the national turnpike, and with all of which, the latter and its 
auxiliary roads will -soon connect it^ because, it presents at its western ter- 
mination, facilities for entire water communication with the west, which 
roust render its extension with the waters of the west, the earliest of national 
works; and the necessary e£fect of its completion will be to force on its spee- 
dy extension, to place it on the line, and as one of the links of the canaj na- 
vigation from lake Erie to the Chesapeake, and to ensure to our state, the en- 



12 

tire trade of uli the west, watered by the Ohio, above Us faJls, aiid its tiibu^ 
taries, or adjacent to the western and midland lakes— a country containing 
little less than two hundred thousand square miles, and a population little 
short of two millions of souls, the increasing extent of whose trade and the 
growth of whose population has outstripped, and will continue to outstrip, all 
calculation. 

Because, in the constrqction of this canal, thus claiming for itself a trade 
of boundless extent and value, it is desirable that its yield should be preserv- 
ed to the state; that the large powers necessary to its execution, should be 
retained and exercised by the state, where they will encounter no jealousy, 
that its execution should be undertaken by the state alone, which would be 
actuated by a liberal and enlarged policy, in constructing and in carrying it 
into operation, and from whom alone, we could expect such modifications of 
the right of enjoying or using it, as would be dictated by a regard for the 
lofty state purpose^ for which it was accomplished, abstracted from the petty 
considerations of present gain. 

Resohed further ^ That in the opinion of this convention, the expenditure of 
the public monies in the construction of such a canal, should not bo regarded' 
as an appropriation of a general fund for a partial benefit, bu^ as a most profitr • 
able investment of a general flind, for the general benefit, and as one promising,^ 
not merely to yield a reasonable interest upon the sum expended, bat in a few 
years to repay the expenditure, and to furnish an unfailing source of supp1ie| 
for every state want; that the advantages to result from the instant comple- 
tion of this work, in grasping commercial advantages which will pass from 
us with the present moment, leave no room for doubt, that the true policy of 
the state, if her present resources are deficient, is to obtain by loan the sums 
hecessary for its completion ; that, from the very instant of its commence- 
ment, its proceeds will come in aid of the state funds, until, after the expen- 
diture of little more than half its total cost, its revenue will be found adequate 
to the discharge of the interest of the sum necessary for its completion; and 
thus the state, in undertaking the t^dle work, will not find it necessary to 
borrow or to draw upon its other resources, for more than one half of the in- 
terest of its actual cost, will soon find itself relieved from the payment of all 
interest, and in the lapse of a few years, will-probably have the principal 
thrown into its coffers, as a clear gain — And therefore, resolvedf that this con- 
vention have hope and confid«|^, in the ability and willingness of the people 
of this state, to enter upon l|p' Instant execution of this work, even if loans 
be necessary for its compIetioil« and to bear any burdens which the payment 
of the interest on such loans may require. 

Resolved further f That in the opinion o( this cotfveti lion, no legal or moral 
obstacles to the construction of the proposed canal," at present exist, by rea- 
son of the charter of 1784, granted to the Potomac company, and that if the 
creditors and stockholders of that company, should tie regarded as having u 
moral claim upon the state of Maryland, either singly 6^ conjointly with Vir- 
ginia, because of such debts having been contracted, or such investment of 
glock nra'dp for the promotion of a scheme of internal imp^ovdmeat, original- 
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ing with, or patronized by said states, it is expedient and proper to provide 
for their remuneration, not by clothing them with any interest in, or control 
oyer, the' proposed work, but by such pecuniary compensation as may be 
deemed adequate, having reference to the estimated value of their interests 
already fixed by said company. 

Because, that charter, if its clauses of grant are construed in connexion 
with each other, will be found only to confer a limited and temporary exclu- 
sive interest over the waters of the Potomac and its tributaries, for the pur- 
pose of constructing certain works for the improvement of the navigation of 
the Potomac, and a perpetual interest in those works when completed; and 
inasmuch as the period assigned, both by the laws of Maryland and Virginia, 
for the exclusive enjoyment of these privileges, has passed by, during which 
the said Potomac company has failed to complete the objects for which they 
were granted, and in which it was to have a perpetual beneficial interest; 
the sovereignty of the state of Maryland over the Potomac and its tributaries 
within the limits of said state, has not accrued to it as a forfeiture of a ge- 
nersll and perpetual right, which it is necessary to reclaim by judicial pro- 
ceedings, because of misutert but has reverted to it because of mmuser by 
said company, of its powers and privileges, within the time assigned fqr the^r 
duration by the charter and subsequent acts of the legislature. 

Because, no subsequent revival or extension of the exclusive interest in, 
and powers of said company over, the waters of the Potomac, which yet con- 
tinues them in existence; nor any available recognition of its rights as yet 
existing, which is not founded in falsity nor founded upon a compromise 
which in no degrfte indicates the existence or extent of those rights, is con- 
tained in any act of legislation upon the interests of said company. 

Resolved further. That in the opinion of this convention, no invincil^le ob- 
sticle to the construction of the proposed canal, has yet arisen, because of the 
acts passed by the last general assembly of Maryland, giving its assent to the 
act incorporating the Chesapeake and Ohio canal company, and that it seems 
practicable, proper, and expedient for the legislature of this state, instantly 
to recall her assent to that act, and to resume the state sovereignty over the 
Potomac and its waters, if it be deemed necessary and proper, in order to 
its instant exercise by the state, for the purposes of internal improvement. 

Because, such assent was merely conditional, and the condition precedent 
uppn which it was granted, which required **that the congress of the United 
States should authorize the state of Maryland, to take and continue a canal 
from any point of the Chasapeake and Ohio canal, or at the termination 
thereof, through the territory of the district of Columbia, or any part thereof, 
in any direction whatsoever, towards its own territory, upon the same terms 
and conditions, and with the same rights and privileges, which are prescribed 
for or granted lo the Chesapake and Ohio canal company;^' that it ^*§hould 
prgvide some safe cnid practicable mode whereby such lateral canal, or canals, may be 
secured to the state of Marytand;"** and also, **some ^tfde of determining whether 
finy such lateral canal will injure the Chesapeake and 6ftio canal^ icilkin the mean- 
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ing of the iUt section qf the act ineorporaling thai company ^'^ has been wholly un- 
performed in all its requisitions save, the latter. 

Because such assent seems yet rerocable, inasmuch as the condition upon 
which It was granted, has not yet been performed, and such conditional assent 
differing widely from that absolute and unqualified assent which the act of 
Virginia required, being such as she perhaps would not have received, and 
certainly such as she has not yet received or assented to by any legislative 
act, and proffering a condition which modifies the act assented to, has created 
BO compact with the government of Virginia or of the United States, and has 
as yet vested no interests which it would now be necessary to divest. 

Because, apart from the question of policy in stripping the state of her 
sovereignty over the Potomac, which has so long languished in the hands of a 
feeble and inefficient company, and which promises so many instant advantages 
by its retention, there is at present no room for hope of the speedy, or even 
ultimate success of a scheme so extensive in its objects, which addresses 
itself to so many different powers for their aid and co-operation, most of whom 
cherish interests to which it is supposed to be adverse, and which must recon- 
cile and combine so many different interests, governmental and sectional, 
having yery different views with reference to its object, its effect, and its 
proper limits; and there is every reason to fear that the only effect of uncon- 
ditional assent to the said act would be to furnish a basis for the recogni- 
tion of the rights of the old Potomac company as yet existing; or, to strip thft 
state of powers, for the exercise of which ne company could be organized, 
and which would only lie in obeyance, until the time limited for its organization 
should hare expired; oa to vest them in the hands of a company distracted by 
rivalries and jealousies, where they would languish out a miserable existence 
iluring the period for which they were granted, and would only become an 
object of barter to some more e£Scient company, or to the state itself, whose 
purposes of improvement they would thwart by a clogging monopoly which 
denied to others the benefits it could not itself cnjoy^ 

Because the principal objects in the passage of that act, consisting in the 
extension of the contemplated Chesapeake and Ohio canal, to the waters of 
the west, and its counter^extension to the city of Baltimore, are not suffi- 
jciently secured by it, nor is their speedy accomplishment the probable result 
pf its operation. 

Resolved further, That this convention have confidence in the willingness 
of the government of the United States, or of the state of Virginia, to yield to 
ithe state of Maryland, a right of transit through their respective territories 
wherever it may be necessary for the purpose of constructing the proposed 
canal, and every other incidental right necessary to the enjoyment of such a 
right of transit; and, also, in the willingness of the state of Virginia to permit 
any use of the waters of the Potomac not destructive of the objects of the 
compact with said state; and that whilst they believe that perhaps none, or at 
least but one, of thcsi^ants will be found necessary lo the accomplishment 
6f the proposed object, when the route of such canal shall have been located, 



yet in their opinion, it would be expedient and proper, with reference to 
the propsed object, to make instant legislative proTision for the obteDtion 
of a grant of the above rights, and, also, for the most adyantageona location of 
the said canal by a board of engineers to be constituted for that purpose, and 
instantly to take every other legislative step necessary for the instant com- 
mencement and completion of the said canal. 

Mr. Buchanan, of Washington county, submitted the following 
resolutions, which were read and referred to the same committee. 

Resolvedy That the practicability of a canal from Baltimore, to intersect 
and unite with the Chesapeake and Ohio canal, thence to Pittsburg, and 
thence to Lake Erie, no longer admits of a doubt in the opinion of this con- 
YCDtion. 

There was a period when the magnitude of the undertaking appaled evea 
the most sanguine, who not only doubted the practicability of the measure, 
but more than all, the capacity of the country to accomplish so great a work. 
The canals of England and Holland, and the rest of Europe, were considered 
as stupendous undertakings, which European science and capital alone were 
competent to effect; but the delusion has been dissipated, and recent experi- 
ence has demonstrated, that Ameriaan skill and enterprize are equal to any 
thing that man can effect The Erie canal is a lasting monument of the 
wisdom, patriotism, and public spirit of the state of New York, and has 
rendered certain what before was problematical. It has removed the doubts 
of scepticism itself, and stands a splendid example to the world, of what may 
be done in the way of internal improvements. This magnificent work, 
which is a practical lesson to the Union on the subject of canals, com- 
bined with the sui'veys made by the commissioners of Virginia and Maryland, 
and those lately made by the engineers of the national government, of the 
contemplated canal route, leave no doubt on the mind of this convention of 
the practicability of the work in question. 

Resolved f That the projected Chesapeake and Ohio canal, in connection 
^\iCh one from Baltimore, is an object of the first magnitude to this state in 
an agricultural, commercial, and political point of view; and, therefore 
ought, if possible, to be cfiected. 

The time has arrived, in the opinion of this convention, when the state is 
imperatively called upon to make a prompt and vigorous effort to accomplish 
that object, which, more than any other measure of internal improvement, 
will secure to her the advantages of her geographical position in relation 
to the western states, and, under Providence, perpetuate the foundations of 
her happiness and prosperity. This convention has seen with admiration the 
advances made by New York, in her works of internal improvement, and 
acknowledges with pain and mortification, that Maryland mast lose the trade 
of the western country, unless she can be connected with it by the canal in 
contemplation. Whilst the trade between the Atlantic and the west, was 
carried on by wagons, she participated largely in it; but the fact cannot bo 
contested, that the facilities to transportation 'aifordcd by the Erie canal are 
calculate4 to deprive her of it. U hen it is considered that the expense of 
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ttansportatioo by land, is more than twenty-five times_ greater than by the 
canal, it must be obyious to all reflecting minds, that there can be no com- 
petition between land and water carriage^the wagon trade must be aban- 
doned. 

Yet, the state, in the opinion of this contention, has natural advantageSf 
which, if improved, would render her a successful riral with New York, for 
the western trade. It is five hundred and thirteen miles from New York to 
Buffaloe on Lake Erie, and from thence to the point where the Chesapeake 
and Ohio canal would enter the Lake, about two hundred miles more, 
making seven hundred and thirteen miles. From Baltimore to Lake 
Erie, on the route contemplated, it is about five hundred and . ten miles. 
Now, if it be conceded that the Erie canal will command the trade of the 
country on the north of the canal line, and, also, for some distance on the 
south of it, it must be admitted that the Chesapeake and Ohio canal will 
command the trade of the country to the south of the canal line, which in- 
cludes four-fifths of the lake country; the states of Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, 
part of Pennsylvania, Virginia and Kentucky, and indeed all the country 
whose trade is not exclusively confined to New Orleans. Again, the distance 
from New York to Pittsburg is seven hundred miles. From Baltimore to 
Pittsburg is only four hundred miles, making a difference of three hundred 
miles in favor of Baltimore. From these considerations, this convention 
indulges a confident hope, that should the transcendent natural advantages of 
the commercial emporium of this state be improved, as they ought to be, she 
may engage in a successful competition with New York on Lake Erie, and at 
Pittsburg, for the trade of the western world. Why should she not? It is 
seen that Baltimore is from two hundred to three hundred miles nearer to 
the western states than her great rival, and if the productions of the west 
could be transported to her with as much facility, and as good prices obtained 
there as at New York, and if, at the same time, Baltimore could supply 
foreign and domestic goods upon as good terms as New York, it is reaA)nab]e 
to conclude that Baltimore would enjoy a full portion of the western trade. 
And should the northern canal be closed by ice, six weeks in the year longer 
than the southern, it will give to the latter, independently of all other con- 
siderations, a decided preference. 

That the commerce of this great city is of vital importance to the prosperity 
or the state, and ought to be fostered and extended, as the means of increas- 
ing her wealth, power and population, are propositions which would seem to 
ndmit of no diversity of opinion. They may be illustrated and brought home 
to the understanding of every man, by supposing that Baltimore, by some 
dreadful calamity, was annihilated. What then would be the condition of the 
state? It would be reduced to poverty, insignificance and ruin. On the 
other band, if Baltimore, by maintaining her natural advantages, could be- 
come anolher London, what blessings might not be expected from it, by 
affording the best of markets at home for the productions of the country! 
Every citixen is interested in the measure and ought to give it his hearty 
support. 



In a political point of -vrew, the importance of this communication with the 
l^estern 9taKe8,1s not less apparent. It will facilitate the intercourse between 
the Atlantic and western !rtates, connect the people by interest, babit, and con- 
stant communication, and unite tliem by an indissoluble bond of union. To 
this subject, the parting words of the father of his country apply with peculiar 
emphasis. "The east, in an unrestrained intercouse with the west, already 
finds, and in the progressive improTcment of interior communication, by land 
mnd water, will more and more find, a Talnable rent for the commodities 
which it brings from abroad, or manufactures et home. The west derires 
from the east, supplies requisite for its growth and comfort, and what is per* 
haps of still ^greater consequence, it must of necessity owe the secure enjoy- 
ment of indispensable outlets for its productions, to the weight, influence, 
mnd future maritime strength of the Atlantic side of the union, directed by 
an indissoluble community of interests, as one nation.'* 

It is to be hoped that the national government will not be indifferent to 
measures, which so powerfully and intimately effect the national interest, and 
that the representatives of ten millions of freemen, will make an effort to 
eonsolidate and perpetuate that union, on which their prosperity, happiness, 
and freedom pre-eminently depend. The work is worthy and claims the 
patronage of the nation; and, if effected, will remain an imperishable monv« 
uent of its honor and patriotism to all future times. 

From these united eonsidera^ons, this convention is convinced, that the 
canals, if made, would be a blessing to the state and natioo. 

JUsolvedf That in the opinion of this convention, the interest and pros- 
perity of the state are essentially involved in the prosecution of this great 
work, and that she ought to use her individual exertions to accomplish it, (in 
conjunction with the national government, the District ef Columbia, and. 
those states which would be particularly benefitted by it,) provided that it 
will not be expedient to apply the resources of the state to that object, un- 
less an adequate Aind can be raised to complete the canal from the city of 
Baltimore to the base of the Alleghany mountain. 

This convention has no correct data upon which to predicate estimates of 
the expense of making the canal from Baltimore to Pittsburg, or from Balti- 
more to the Alleghany; but taking the expense at ten millions of dollars 
to Pittsburg, and five millions of dollars to the Alleghany, no reason is seen 
why it should not yield an interest equal to the Erie canal, which at this 
lime, is understood to give per cent, on the sum invested, and the 

calculations are, that it will shortly produce upwards of a million, annually, 
to the state. The agricultural productions of the country, and those of the 
forest, through which the Chesapeake and Ohio canal will run until it reaches 
the Alleghany, are at least equal to those of New York; in addition to which, 
we may count on coal, which abounds to an extent not surpassed in any other 
country. It is calculated thaf the tolls on that article alone, would immedi- 
ately pay the interest on three millions of dollars. If the city of New York 
consumes, annually, two millions four hundred thousand bushels of ooal, what 
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vrill not the country betwoen Cumberland and BaUimore, indading the 
Distric^t of Columbia, the city of Baltimore, and the manufacturing establish- 
ments in her Ticinity require, when it can be furnished at twelye and an 
h^lC cents a bushel? The adyantagei of coal to the community at large, and 
to the cities, towns, and manufactories in particular, are incalculable. What 
would England have been without her coal» and depriyed of it what would she 
become? 

A canal through the western counties of the state, would relieye the people 
from the most distressing and onerous burdens. The freight of a barrel of 
flour from Hagerstown to Baltimore, is neyer less than one dollar, and gener- 
ally one dollar and twenty-fiye cents. A canal nayigation would reduce it to 
fiye cents, exclusive of tolls, and on aN other articles in the same ratio. 

The eonyention feels a deep eonylctlon, that a canal from Pittsburg to 
Baltimore, would render her. In preference to any other eastern port, the 
emporium of western commerce^ but as that object is beyond the ability of 
the stat^ to accomplish, without the aid of the national goyernment> it la 
neyertheless of opinion that a canal may and ought to be made to the foot 
of the Alleghany, which would bring into the bosom of the state, the rich 
productions of the country, bordering on the Potomac and its branches, and 
render our commercial capital at least a flonrtshing and prosperous city. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of the eonyention, the application of the 
public funds to this project, will be found a profitable and beneficial inyest- 
ment; that its accomplishment will enoourage agriculture, promote commerce 
ai[vd manufactures, increase population, augment the public wealth,, enlarge the 
ability of the state to foster other works of pubKc utility, and strengthen . 
the .uQio.nr 

Rtsolvid, That all minor objects ought to yield to tkese undertakings, 
w^ieh ,the .united energies of the state alone can effect 

Risolvei, 'Mat in the opinion of this eonyention the state ought to inyest 

dollars in the Chesapeake and Ohio canal, provided, that 
before the doHacs £an be raised, which, it is belieyed, will be sufficient to 
extend the canal te«tiie mouth of Savage river at the base of the Alleghany; 
knd further, that a company ought to be incorporated to make a canal, on the 
best practicable route irom Baltimore, to intersect and unite with the said 
Chesapeake and Ohio.eanal, whenever it may be deemed expedient to do so. 

Mr. Pott99 of Fredei^ick county, submitted the following resolu- 
tions, which were referred to the same committee. 

J^eaohed, As the sen^e of .this eonyention, that the legislature of Mary- 
land, $kt their next session, would eminently subserve the best interests of 
ihe)r .constituents, and exalt the character ef the state, by adopting a general 
acd ^fficic^nt system of internal iniprovenents, commensurate with her geo- 
gi^phical resources and proportioned to her fintncial capacity. 

fiesoived. That the contemplated Chesapeake and Ohio canal, ii^hether 
considered in relation to the state at lai^, or ia its prosperous influehce upon 
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the trade and commesee of Baltimore, is the most prominent and comt&!indit. 
ing object for the early and liberal patronage of the legislature, in such fair 
proportion as may be necessary to eomplete it to the eastern base of the 
Alleghany mountain. 

Buolved, That in tiie opinion of tiiis eonyention it is incumbent upon and 
expected of the legislature of Maryland, at their next session, that they will 
create and set apart, from the resources of the state, a fund for internal 
improToment, to be applied in improfing and opening such channels of trade 
and interoourse, as the legislature, or a board of public works to be con* 
stituted by them, may deem best calculated to unite and secure a large share 
of the Taluable trade and commoree of the west, to the cky of Baltimore and 
other parts of the state. 

Resolved, As tiie opinion of tUs eonyention, ^t the welfare of the state, 
and the put^c sentiment as far as it can be ucertaitied, both require that the 
legislature ahould promptly secure a participation in the construction of this 
canal, by a subscription of not less than4iaira million of dollars, to be infested 
in the stock of the canal, on condition, that before any actual disbursement, the 
congress of the .United States and the state of Virginia, or other subscribers 
«hal] tegether make up the sum necessary, according to the estimates of the 
United States' .engineers to eomplete said canal from tide water to QvLm- 
berland. 

Resolved, That a eoBnexion of the city of Baltimore with the Chesapeake 
and Ohio canal, by a canal from the Patapsco to the Potomac, is an object of 
the deepest interest to the citizens of Maryland, and in the opinion of tbia 
conrention,. should receive the cordial and energetic support of the consti- 
tuted authorities and citizens of the state, as soon as the eastern route of the 
jaain canal is completed, or l>efore, if within the means pf the ^tate. 

Jlesolved, That after the completion of ^e Chesape.ake an.4 Ohio eanal, as 
connected with BalUmore, shall be made, it will become the legislature to 
knprofe the na?igation of the Susquehanna, in such manner as may be best 
calculated to secure the trade of that rirer to the city of Baltimore. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed by the chair, to adjust 
and present a memorial on behalf of this convention, to the legislature in con* 
Ibrmity with the views ezpresised in the foregoing resolutions, 

Mr. Ellicott, of the city of Baltimore, submitted the following 
resolutions, which were read and referred to tlie same committee. 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the delegates now asseipbled^ that the 
proper time has arrived when a liberal and general system for the internal 
improvement of the United States, by roads and canals, at the pubHe expense, 
ought to be adopted by the general government; and that the ^rst apd most 
important of these, in a national point of view, is a water communication 
between the District of Columbia, on the Potomac river, and the riyer Ohio 
at some point where steam boat navigation is always attainable. 




Htiolved^ That the state of Maryland should earnestly inculcate upon Iter 
representatives in the congress of the United States, the propriety and the 
necessity of advocating and supporting the above measure. 

Resolved, That it is the ^lense of this eonvention, that the proper time has 
arrived when a liberal and general system for the interna) improvement of 
Maryland, «i her expense^ ought to be adopted by the legislature of the state, 
and that the first object in inteiaest and importance to her citizens,, is t^ 
construction of a canal from the wafers of the Patapsco, near Baltimore, t^. 
some point on the Potomac river, which shall most conveniently unite with 
the Potomac and Ohio canal. 

Resohedf That it is the sense of this oonyention now assembled, that the 
legislature of Maryland, ought, without delay, to propose to the legislature of 
Pennsylvania, to unite with said state in constructing and ascending naviga- 
tion, from the tide water of the Chesapeake bay, at Port Deposit, to tho 
town of Harrisburg, in Dauphin county, by canals, or otherwise, as an object 
of great interest and importance to Maryland. 

Resolved^ As the sense of this convention, that it would be proper for thtt 
legislature of Maryland, at its next session, to constitute by law« a board of, 
public works, whose duty it shall be to cause an accurate survey and examina- 
tion of the state to be made, and to ascertain what rivers can be improved by 
removing impediments* to their navigation — and the expense of such improve^ 
jnent — what canals or rail roads are practica ble; and which, if made, will 
promote the public interest; with the expense ef constructing such canals or 
rail roads, and generally to develope the extent of the agricultural, maou- 
facturing and commercial resources of the state;, with digested plans for ren* 
dering those resources subservient to the general welfare. 

Mr. M'Henry, of Alleghaoj county, submitted the following 
resolutions, .which were read and referred to the same committee. 

Whereas, The great national system of internal improyements, now contem- 
plated by the government of the United States, to establish a connected 
canal navigation between the eastern and western waters; as also, a con- 
tinuous line of interior inlet navigation, through the lowlands and inlets 
along the whole coast of the United States, as far as may be found practica- 
ble, thereby extending and multiplying the means and facilities of interior 
trade, between the two great divisiops of the United States, and opening a 
safe inland communication, which will unite the different sections of the 
republic, by the bonds of commercial intercourse as well as rapid mutual aid 
in time of war. 

Jlnd toJiereaSi It has been ascertained by the official reports of engineers, 
employed by the United States, and by the state of Maryland, that a c'on-^ 
tinuous line of interior canal navigation is practicable, from Lake Erie to the 
Ohio, from the Ohio to the Potomac, from the Potomac to the Patapsco, and 
from the Patapsco to Havre-de- Grace, on the Chesapeake bay, from the 



Chesapeake Bay to the Delaware, from the Delaware to the HudicMI, iif^ 
thence by the Buzzard and Barnstable oanal through to Boston. 

Jhid whereas, This line of internal nayigatlon is considered as the first 
grand division of the system of internal improTements, by canal nayiga- 
tlon, intended to be effected by the general gorernment, aided by the con- 
currence andr co-operation of the states through whose territories the same 
will pass. 

»ani whereoB, That section of this great dhision, which lies within the 
•bounds of Maryland, commences where the Pennsylrania line intersects the 
Youghiogaiiy river, and courses that river till it connects with the head waters 
of the Savage river, then with the Potomac river, then to the Patapsco river, 
and thence to Havre-d&-Grace, at the mouth of the Susquehanna, on. the 
Chesapeake bay, forms a constituent part of the great division of internal 
improvement by canal navigation. 

JInd whereaSf This linciof Internal navigation, through the state of Maryland, 
from its western boundary to its eastern extremity, will not only lay open 
to every section of the state, the commercial advantages to be secured by the 
line of canal navigation contemplated in the general system of internal im- 
provement, and afford an easy, cheap, safe and expeditious navigation to every 
section of the state; but will also remove all the natural divisions which 
now produce separate sectional intei^ests, and keep alive discordant sectional 
I'eelings, and will tend to unite e?ery division of the state, and make of it one 
harmonious whole: Therefore, 

Resolvedy That it is the duty of the state of Maryland, as far as lies within her 
means, to promote the accomplishment of her part of the great division of 
lEUiCrbal navigation, and to obtain the co-operation of the general government 
and the states of Yirgihia and Pennsylvania. 

Resolzedf That for the purpose of harmonizing the conflicting sectional 
in tercels, and securing unanimity in Avery section o;r the state, the Youghio- 
gany, Savage, and Potomac river canal; the cress cut from the District of 
Columbia to the Patapsco, and the iiiland canal from the Patapsco to Havre- 
de-Grace, on the Chesapeake Bay, be considered as one continuous canfil, 
and ought not to be divided into sections, on» having a preference before the 
other, but be promoted as one cons'enUmeoill concurrent act on the part of 
the state. 

Resolvedy That the act Incorporating the Chesapeake and Ohio canal com- 
pany, passed at the last session of tbfi legislature, is inadequate to effect the 
great plan in contemplation, inasmuch as it provides only foir the accomplish- 
ment of a part of the line of canal through Maryland, leaving it in (he power 
of the company established by that charter, to postpone the most important 
section, by which the eastern and western waters are to be connected, for a 
term of fifteen years, and does not embrace in its provisions, the accomplish 
jment of the other sections, but leaves them to the fate of future legislation. 
Inasmuch, also, as the said act has ingrafted on the said Ohio and Chesa- 
j)eake canal company, the interest and stock of the Potomac company, in 
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ittch a mtoner, as togi?e that concern, such a preponderaej in the Ohio* and 
Chesapeake c^nal company, without baying subscribed any money to the said 
institution, as to lessen the public confidence, and to deter men of capital 
from adyancing their funds to the enterprise. 

Rtiohed, That it is the immediate interest of ttkt state, that the lej^slisture 
should malce a compromise with the Potomac company, and hidtoinifyiog 
them for their interest in the Ohio and Chesapealce canal charter, paying 
them, in current money, such an amount as their deferred interest in the said 
charter may be estimated to be worth, and obtaining thereupon, from the 
caid Potomao company, a release and surrender of all their right, title and 
interest in the said charter. 

That, inasmuch as the state of Maryland holds in her possession the key 
which connects the waters of lake Erie with the Chesapeake, by the contem- 
plated line of canal, it is incumbent on her to make the first motion towards 
the accomplishment of this great enterprise, and i^ould pass such acts, and 
take such measures, as would inspire confidence in the general government 
and the neighboring states, through whose territory the contemplated line of 
canal will run, and produce on their part, a concurrence which will facilitate 
and insure the accomplishment of the enterprise. 

That the legislature grant a general charter, proyiding for the completion 
of the whole line of canal from lake Erie to the Chesapeake, with a capital 
Adequate to the accomplishment of the whole line of canal, and with such 
proYisions, as will inspire the most confidence in the general goyernment, so 
as to induce them to subscribe their proportion of the capital necessary for 
ihe enterprise, as also in the states immediately interested, and indiyiduals 
who may be induced to subscribe their capital to the charter. 

That the legislature of Maryland take speedy and proper steps to obti^n 
the concurrence of the congress of the United States, as well as of the states 
of Virginia and Pennsylyania, and to induce each of them to become a party 
to such a charter. 

Mr« Jenifer, of Charles countj, submitted the following resoln- 
tioru 

lUsolved^ That a committer of three be appointed, by the chair, to draft 
Ttiles for the government of the conyention, and report the same to-morrow 
morning. 

|n pursuance of the above, the president appointed Messrs^ Jeni- 
fer, ijerbert and Kennedy. 

On motion, the convention adjourned until eleven o'clock to-niar- 
row morning. 
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The convention met pursuant to adjournment, present the same 
members as on yesterday) with the addition of Mr. Taney, of the 
city of Baltimore. 

Or. Claude announced Mr. William Kilty, as a delegate, for the 
city of Annapolis. 

Mr. George Howard announced Mr. T. W. HalJ, as a delegate, 
for Ann Arundel county. 

Mr. Kennedy, from the committee, submitted the following ruUs 
A>r the government of the convention, which were adopted. 

1st. At the hour appointed for sitting, the roll of the convention 
shall be called over. 

2d. Every member shall take his seat when tlie president takes the 
chair. 

Sd. Every member who shall deliver his opii^ion, or speak in any 
debate, shall rise uncovered in his place, and respectfully address 
Himself to the president 

4th. No member, at the time of speaking in debate, shall name 
any other by his proper name, but shall use some other distinction. 

5th. If two or more members shall rise to speak atthesame time, 
the president shall determine which shall speak first. ' 

6th. No member shall speak a second time, until every member 
who offers to deliver his sentiments, has spoken once, and no mem- 
ber shall speak more than twice on the same subject, without leave 
«f the convention. 

7th. Any member called to order^ by the president, or by any 
member, shall thereupon take his seat. 

8th. When the convention is sitting, no member shall hold con* 
versation to interrupt debate. 

9th. No motion shall be debated until the same be seconded, and 
if desired by the president, or any member, reduced to writing, de- 
livered in at the table, and read by the secretnry. , 

lOtli. When a motion is made and seconded, the matter of the 
motion shall receive a determination by the question, or be postpon-^ 
e j, by a motion for commitment or postponement, or by the previ- 
ous question, before any other motion shall be received. 
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lltb. ThepreviooB question^ that is, whether the question JMro* 
pounded be now pot, may be called for by any member on any ques- 
tion, except to an amendment, or other matter which cannot in its 
nature be postponed; and if the previous question be determined in 
the affirmative, the main question shall immediately be put by ^e 
president* 

12th. If a question in debate contains more distinct parts tha& 
one, any member may of right have the same divided into as many 
questions, as parts, and when an amendment shall be proposed to . 
an amendment, the question on the last amendment shall be taken 
first, and tlien divided, if required, into as many parts as it will 9td* 
mit of questions. 

13th. All questions shall be determined by a majorily of the 
members preseut. those dividing in the affirmative rising in their 
places, those in the negative continuing in their seats, and so vice 
versa until a decision by the president. 

14th. When the president shall decide any question the same 
shall be final. 

15th. The president may vote on *evcry question, except on an 
appeal from the chair; on a question of order, he may from time to 
time call any member to the chair, and when on the floor he shall 
have the privilege of entering into debate. 

1 6th. All questions of order shall be determined by tlie president, 
but there may be an appeal by any member to the convention, from' 
the decision, and the determination of the convention, in such case 
of af^peal, shall be final. 

17th. Whenever a motion shall be made, or question propounded 
to the convention, and not seconded, no other business shall be re- 
ceived until the president shall inform the convention that the mo- 
tion or proposition first made, is not seconded. 

18th. No motion for reconsideration, shall be permitted, unless^ 
made by one member and seconded by two other members who were 
in the majority, on the original question. 

1 9th. When a blank is not filled up, and different sums, numbers^ 
or times shall be proposed, the question shall be first taken on the 
largest sum, or number, and on the latest time. 

20th. A motion to reconsider, or strike out, for the purpose of 
inserting or amending, together with the amendment or matter pro* 
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pesed to be inserted shall be received, and the quettioA oa it so 
taken as one entire motion, but any member may have the same 
liivided agreeably to the 12th rule of the convention. 

SI St. When the convention shall divide upon any question upon 
the request of the members of any delegation, the question shall be 
decided by the votes of the majority of the delegations presenti and 
-met by a majority of the members of the convention* 

Mr. Potts, from the committee on internal improvements, deliver* 
ed a report,* which was read, on motion of Mr. McMahon, one hvai* 
dred copies were ordered to be printed, and the cmivention adr 
joumed until six o^clock, P. M. 

BBOSSSBBR Itf , 5 O'OXiOOB:, V. SB. 

The convention met pursuant to adjoi^mn^nty Mr^ Herbert ill 
fte chair. 

The report of the committee' was read, when, on motion of Mr- 
Plater, the convention adjourned until 10 o'clock, tormorrow mom? 

sATim]>AT, BSosanznEi i^r, isas. 

The convention met pursuant to adjournment Present the same 
members as on yesterday. 

The ponsideration of the report of the committee was t^umed, th« 
clerk progressed in the reading thereof, as far as the tliird resolutioi^^ 
ivhen Mr. MauUby rose, and moved to strike out all of the pream* 
ble, as far as the third resolution^ for the purpose of inserting the 

following: 

Whereas^ The important object for which this convention has 
. been assembled, may be essentially promoted by an expression of 
sentiments, which ar the result of mature reflection, and believ* 
ing they will be duly estimated by the several legislative bodies^ 
whose peculiar province it is to consummate them, and in order to 
invite the public attention to what is believed to be their best in- 
terests, therefore. i 

BesQlvedj Tliat it is the sense of the delegates here assembledf 
that the proper time has iirrived, when a liberal and general syi* 
tem for the internal improvement of the United States, by roads 
and canals, at the public expense, ought to be adopted by the getfe^ 

*l!!or the report, see page 37, 
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dtf governmeiit And that amongst the first and most important 
of tliesc, in ft national point of view, is a water communication be- 
tween the district of Columbia, on the Potomac river, and the river 
Ohio, at some point where steam boat navigation is always attain- 
able. 

Sesolved, That the state of Maryland should earnestly inculcate 
upon her represefttatives iti the congress of the United States, the 
propriety and necessity of advocating and supporting the above 
measure* 

JUsolvedy Tbftt it is the sense of this convention, that the proper 
time has arrived, when a liberal and general system for the improve' 
ment of Maryland, at the expense of the state, ought to be adopted, 
and th^t the attention of the legislature should be particularly at- 
tracted to the ascending navigation pf the river Susquehanna, anl 
to a lateral canal |rom the city of Baltimore to some point on the 
Potomac river, or to intersect the projected CJiesapeake and Ohio 
canal, aii objects of improvement of Uic utmost importance to the 
prosperity of the state. 

kesolved. That in the qHqion of this convention, it would be 
proper for the legislature of Maryland, at its next sesslon,to con- 
stitute, by law, a board of public works, whose duty it shall be to 
cause an accurate survey and examination of the state to be madej 
and to ascertain what rivers can be improved by removing impedif 
ments to their navigation, and the expense of such improvements; 
what canals and rail roads are practicable, and which if made will 
promote the public interest, with the expense of constructing such 
canals or rail roads, and generally to develope the extent of the 
agricultural, manufacturing and commercial resources of the state; 
with digested plans for rendering those resources subservient to ihp 
general welfare* 

Besolvedy That the secretary of this convention cause copies of 
tliese resolutions, signed by the president and countersigned by the 
secretary, to be transmitted to each member of the legislature of 
this state, at its approaching session, and to be published in the seve- 
ral newspapers t)f this city, and the cities of Annapolis and Frede« 
rick. 

The question being put on Mr. Maulsby's amendment, the sensQ 
of the convention was called for by counties, and resulted as follows: 

Affirmative*— Harford county— l .. 
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Negative— Frederick county, Baltimore city, AnnapotiA city, Al- 
leghany county, Charles county, Montgomery county, Ann Arundel 
county, Baltimore county, Washington county, Prince Georges' 
county and St. Marys county — 11. 

Determined in the negative. 

The reading of the report was continued, and progressed a» far as 
the sixth resolution, when Mr. Taney submitted the following as 
an amendment^ which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

^nd 'provided also, before any investment shall be made by the' 
state, the right of the Potomac company in the Potomac river, and 
the streams which empty therein, shall be extinguished by compro- 
mise or otherwise, and provision also made by law that the money 
80 to be invested, shall be expended for the purposes herein before 
mentioned, by public agents, to be selected aiid appointed, and to 
be accountable, in such manner as may be agreed on, by tiie govern- 
ments of the United States, Maryland and Vir^nia. 

Mr. Kennedy submitted^ as a substitute for the whole report, the 
following, which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

It is the opinion of this convention, that the time has arrived when 
the government of the United States should adopt an extensive and 
general system of internal improvements: That in such an enter- 
prise, the present administration would be supported by a laige ma- 
jority of the people of this union: That the national resources are 
Entirely adequate to the accomplishment of the greatest and most 
useful schemes for the promotion of the internal commerce of the 
country: That tlie peaceful condition of our foreign relations, and 
the probability that, for some time to come, they may continue to be 
undisturbed^ render the present period peculiarly auspicious to 
the perfection of this policy. 

And it is also the opinion of this convention, that the government 
of the United States, will shortly yield to the pressing considerations 
which impose the duty upon them, and will, without unnecessary 
delay, proceed to the organization of an efiectual, durable and libe- 
ral system for the advancement of the welfare of the country. 

This convention, believe that it is the prevailing sentiment of the 
people of Maryland, and of a majority of the states, that no con- 
fititutional impediment exists, to prevent the accomplishment of 
these schemes by the general government} acting with the consent 
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tf the statei whose territoiy maybe required; and thai if sttch imf 
pediment were supposed to exist, the people of this nation, for thef 
attainment of so valuable purposes, would agree to confer the nec.es* 
sary powers upon congress. 

' That of all the objects soliciting the notice and the patronage of 
the goyernment, the first in iraportunce, in magnitude and expense, 
is the connection of the Chesapeake bay with the waters of the 
Ohio river, by a navigable canal along the valley of the Potomac, 
and that this undertaking will, of necessity, be the most immediate 
•oncern of the government, either acting for itself, or in conjunc- 
tion with the states interested, so soon as it shall be determined by 
the proper authorities to apply the national means to internal im- 
provement, and the practicability of such a design, shall be demon- 
strated to the country: That a powerful, intelligent and command- 
ing interest in the west is now ready to unite with the citizens of 
the middle states, and with every friend of internal improvement 
&roughout the union, in urging these measures upon the view of 
•ongress: That the national executive are prompt, not only to aid 
ihis cause with their official authority, but to lead the wag to its 
glorious consummation; and that in every section of the confedera- 
ay, from its remotest borders to its centre, a presentiment, inspired 
by a common wish, turns towards the fulfilment of these exalted 
hopes, giving a pledge as strong as the ardent prayers of the natioi^ 
can make it, that this good purpose shall prosper. 

This convention also believe, that unless the scheme before mea- 
tinned of uniting the Atlantic and Western waters be adopted, under 
circumstances that shall insure its complete accomplishment, with 
abundant means for its speedy perfection, and with a security that 
the canal to be constructed, shall be managed with reference to the 
national convenience; and for the people's good, it will excite the ' 
distrust of its best friends, and for ever forfeit the patronage of the 
nation. 

Under such a conviction, this convention do utterly rq>robate the 
idea of risking so useful and so grand an enterprize upon the feeble 
means of an incorporated company iis projected by the acts of the 
Virginia and Maryland legislatures: They do reprobate the idea of 
conferring upQn a company of individual and public stockholders, 
drawn together by the lure of giun, the supervision and controul of 
the greatest and most imposing national work, perhaps, in the known 
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World: Tfaej- do reprobate the idea of entrusting to miner and sub* 
ordinate authorities^ tlie execution ofa work which, in all its features 
is strictly national, and which, from the inefiiciency of the instru- 
ment bj which it is to be constructed, may be but partlallij accom* 
plished, when partial accomplishment would be the ruin of some of 
the best interests of the country: They reprobate the idea of 
hazarding so great an amount of wealth and national resource upon 
the doubtful success to be Won from the conflict of local, personal 
and secret interests. 

This convention belieTe, that the government of tlic United States 
cannot be induced, and ought not to be solicited, to invest a fund in 
the scheme as set forth in the acts before mentioned: They have no 
confidence in the idea that the nation would be willing to place so 
large an amount of capital, as this plan requires for its fulfdment, 
at the disposal of an irresponsible company whose principle of asso- 
ciation is private emolument: They have no faith in tlie belief that 
congress would consent to contribute a portion of the common 
means to the execution of a work which may never reach one half 
of its projected extent, and, by stopping sliort of the base of the Alle- 
ghany, lose all the great features which i-ender the idea of connecting 
the Ohio and the Chesapeake attractive to the nation: Tlieygive no 
credit to the opinion that the general government will ftgrcc to join 
in the accomplishment of a work of so comprehensive and so impor- 
tant a nature as this, on terms that will prevent them hereafter from 
securing to the people, its full enjoyment with only such burthen of 
tolls as may be necessary to keep it in repair, and free from the in- 
ducements which private companies have to increase their own pro- 
fits by heavy impositions: They believe that neither the states of Vir- 
• ginia, Maryland nor Pennsylvania can he persuaded to supply an 
adequate sum of money, for the achievement of the purpose con- 
templated, under such conditions as the act of incorporation im- 
poses. And it is, for all these reasons, the opinion of this conven- 
tion, that the company so incorporated, can never execute the work 
committed to them, but will only prove to be an obstacle to the future 
operations of the general government, and the states that may be 
concerned in the design, 'requiring, in the same manner, that the old 
company has now done, to be bought out at heavy cost, when any 
vrholesome project is to be commenced hereafter for effecting the 
same objects by the country; and consequently that the said act of 
incorporation was unwise, impolitic and premature, and ought, if it 
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jet be witiiin the power of the state, to be anna^led, or at all events 
be permitted to fall to pieces bj the refusal of the state to appro- 
priate money under it. 

In regard to the old Potomac company, whose rights have been 
guarded with such precision of enactment in the said act of incorpo- 
ration! this cunvenfJon are of opinion that it would have been more 
prudent if the legislatures of tlie two states had not made so formal 
a recognition of the right of that company to indemnity for former 
expenditures; a recognition which no doubt will be used wlienever 
the general government or the state authorities shall make the pro- 
posed canal the subject of a national enterprise; a recognition too^ 
which appears to have been quite gratuitous^ since it is, at least, a 
doubtful question whether the company provided for, has not been 
long since extinct. If however, upon proper investigation^ it should 
appear that this company has either a legal or a mwral claim upon 
the justice of the state, a fair and equitable indemnity should be 
tendered to them, or provision be made for their remuneration be- 
fore any right which they at present enjoy, should be infringed. 

This convention are also of opinion, tliat if the 'government of 
the United States should not soon indicate a disposition to execute 
the design, so frequently referred to, of connecting the waters of the 
Atlantic with the Ohio, at its own expense, and upon a scale com- 
mensurate with the wants of the nation, or should resist the persua- 
sions of the state of Maryland, and the other states having an inter^ 
est in the undertaking, to adopt such a measure, that then the state 
of Maryland should propose to the general government, and to such 
of the states as itiay be willing to join in the project, a co-operation 
with them for tlie execution of this work, putting it however, under 
the controul of public and responsible agents, and holding it at all 
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times as the property of the governments interested, and also should 
make large appropriations to the full extent of her means for the 
accomplishment of the same; the convention holding it to be of vital 
importance to this state, that this great work should be commenced 
at an early day, and speedily finished. 

It is further the opinion of this convention, that the state of Maty- 
land should, without delay, adopt a system of internal improvement, 
founded entirely upon her own resources, and that her means should 
be employed in succefisively opening and increasing every avenue to 
her internal trade: that the people of this state are prepared for such 
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a measure, and will support the legislature in its adoption: that the 
wealth of this community is adequate to the perfection of any judi- 
cious scheme of improvement, and may, without inconvenience to 
the people, be applied to such a purpose: and that the condition of 
the state is, in all respects, sufficiently prosperous to warrant an ap- 
propriation of a large public fund, when necessary to the promotion 
of this policy. This convention think it is of momentous concern^ 
that an easy, commodious and uninterrupted canal communication 
should be established by the state, between the city of Baltimore 
and the great trunk of the projected canal along the Potomac river, 
should such a work ever be commenced; and that for the purpose of 
establishing such a communication, this state should not only make 
every reservation of right, but should also apply her own resources 
to its prompt execution. 

This convention believe, that it is a matter of deep and import* 
jant concern to the people of Maryland, that efficient measures 
should be adopted, at the public expenses, to open a permanent and 
certain navigable route, between the head of tide on the river Sus- 
quehanna, and some point above the falls of the same, by such a 
method of improvement as may appear to be most eligible, in onler 
to procure to this state, the trade of the fertile regions bordering on 
this majestic river, and to affi^rd to their population, a cheap and 
expeditious channel for their commerce with the city of Baltimore. 
And, lastly, it is the opinion of this convention, that a board of pub- 
lic works should be forthwith mstituted by the legislature, under 
such a mode of organization as shall enable them to present to the 
people of Maryland the most comprehensive and accurate informa- 
tion in regard to all subjects of internal improvement within their 
borders. Therefore, 

Besolvedy 'That it is the sense of this convention, that the proper 
time has arrived, when a liberal and general system for tlie internal 
improvement of the United States, by roads and canals, to be con- 
structed at the public expense, ought to be adopted and vigorously 
pursued by the general government; and that the first and most im» 
portant scheme for their consideration is, to open a canal communi- 
cation, if practicable, between the waters of the Chesapeake bay and 
the Ohio river, at some point where steam boat navigation is always* 
attamable. 

Mesolvdy That if the government of the United States should not 
early evince a disposition to undertake this work, at its own expense, 
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the state of Maryland ought to propose to co-operate with that go- 
vcrninetit, and with such of the states as are interested in the sub- 
ject, iu the accompHshment of the same, under such terms and con- 
ditions as shall fouevec secure to the authorities interested, the entire 
and public control and government of the same, without the inter* 
vcntion of incorporated companies: and should it be necessary for 
this end. that the state of Maryland shall agree to furnish the sum of 
five hundred thousand dollars. Provided^ that before the state be 
bound to contribute this sum, the other authorities interested shall 
engage to furnish their' quota of the expense necessary to tlie com- 
pletion of the said canal as far as the base of the Alleghany mountain* 
and tliat the state also appropriate, at the same time, an additional 
sum of five hundred thousand dollars, for the completion of a canal 
from the Patapsco river to intersect the former: •Snd provided fuV' 
theTi that before any appropriation shall be made by the state, the 
riglitsof the Potomac company, incorporated by the late acts of the 
legislatures of Virginia and tliis state, in the Potomac river and the 
streams which empty therein, shall be extinguished by compromise, 
or by legal and proper measures, and provision be also made by law, 
that tlie money so to be appropriated, be expended by public agents, 
to be appuinte<l and rendered accountable in such manner as may be 
agreed upon by the governments interested. 

Sesolvedj That it be recommended to the general assembly of 
Maryland, to appoint commissioners, to negociate with such com- 
missioners as may be selected by the United States, and such of the 
states as may be willing to concur in the design of making a canal 
to connect the waters of the Chesapeake and the Ohio, and to devise 
and mature a scheme for that purpose, to be executed either at the 
sole expense of the government of the United States, if the consent of 
that government can be obtained, or at the Joint expense of the au- 
thorities interested: Provided, that such negociation shall be sub- 
ject to the ratification of Maryland, so far as the interest of this 
state may be concerned: %hid provided also, that the right of the 
state of Maryland to intersect the said canal by any lateral branch, 
or to continue the same to the city of Baltimore, be fully and clear- 
ly secured, as preliminary to any engagement in regard to this un- 
dertaking. 

• 

Jlesolvedy That it is the sense of this convention, that the proper 
time lias arrived, when a liberal and general system foe the intemM 
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improvement of Maryland, at her own expense, ought to be adopted 
by the legislature; and that the first object in interest and import-^ 
ance to her citizens, is the project before mentioned, of construct- 
ing a canal from the Patapsco,near Baltimore, to some point on the 
Potomac river, in connection with the scheme for uniting the watert 
of the Chesapeake and Ohio^ 

Resolved^ That it ig the setise of this convention, that the act in- 
corporating the Chesapeake and Ohio canal company, is unwise, 
impolitic and inadequate to the purpose contemplated; and there- 
fore that the state of Maryland should refuse to invest money in the 
l(ame, and that measures should be taken to extinguish the said char- 
ter by compromise, or by such Other legal means, as may with jus- 
tice be adopted; due regard being had to all existing rights. 

Aesolved^ That the legislature of Maryland ought, without de- 
lay, to propose to the legislature of Pennsylvania, to unite with that 
state, in constructing an ascending navigation from the tide water 
of the Chesapeake bay, at Port Deposit, to the town of Harrisburg, 
in Daitphin county, by canals or otherwise, as an object of great in- 
terest and importance to Maryland* 

. Eesolvedj As the sense of this convention, that It would be pro- 
per for the legislature of Maryland^ at its next session, to constitute 
a board of public works, whose duty it shall be, to cause an actual 
survey and examination of the state to be made, and to ascertain 
-what rivers can be improved, by removing impediments to their na- 
vigation, and the expense of such improvement; what canals or rail 
roads are practicable, and which, if made, will promote the puBlic 
interest; with the expense of constructing such canals or rail roads, 
and generally to develope the extent of the agricultural, manufac- 
turing and commercial resources of the state, with digested plans 
for rendering those resources, subservient to the general welfare. 

Besolvedj That a committee of seven be appointed by the presi- 
dent, to draft and present a memorial, on behalf of this convention, 
to the legislature of Maryland, in conformity with the foregoing re- 
•olutions. 

On motion, the convention adjourned until 1 o'clock on Monday, 
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MONBAT, BBOXOMaxn 19, 1825. 

The convention met pursuant to adjournment, present Messrs* 
MTherson, Tyler, DuVall, Fotts, Neilson, Thomas, Lee, M'Henrj, 
Hoje, Bruce, Templeman, Graff, Swan, M'Mahon, Gabby, Bucha- 
nan, Fitzhugh, Blackford, Piice, Brent, Anderson, Snowden, Mur- 
ray, George Howard, Hollingsworth, Stansbury, Brown, James 
Howard, Harryman, 8pence, Smith, Murray, Hughes, Dame, Wash- 
ington, Holmes, Lee, Forrest, Plater, Cassin, Stone^ Millard, Key, 
Sprigg, Herbert, Wootten, Bowie, Semmes, Kllicott, M'Kim, Hoff- 
man, Lorman, Kennedy, Taney, J. £. Howard, Maulsby, Gill, Mor- 
ris, dtonestreet, Jenifer and Harris. 

The honorable Charles Carroll, of CarroUton, In the chair. 

The committee proceeded to the consideration of the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Taney, on Saturday; the question being put 
by the chair, Mr. Robert W. Bowie begged to be excused from 
voting, on the express grounds of its being known to the conven- 
tion, that he was a member of the senate of Maryland, before whom 
this amendment might be brought for legislative consideratioz^ 
and he wished not to be compromitted upon details, though he 
was ready to express his opinions decidedly, on the general mea- 
sures in reference to which they had assembled. Mr. Bowie was 
excused. 

On motion of col. John E. Howard, the question was taken bf 
counties. 

Affirmative— Alleghany county, Baltimore county, Baltimore 
city, and Harford county — 4. 

Negative — Frederick county, Washington county, Ann Arun- 
del county, Annapolis city, Montgomery county, St Mary's county^ 
Prince George's county, and Charles county — 8. 

Determined in the negative. 

Mr. Washington, of Montgomery county, submitted asm substi- 
tute for the sixth resolution, the following, which was determined 
in the negative. 

JReso/t^e(l,That it is the opinion of this convention, that the le^s- 
lature of Maryland ought to make an investment in the Chesa- 
peake and Ohio canal ; and further, that so soon as a canal is lo- 
cated, connecting the waters of the Potomac and the Patapsco, a 
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Bjmilar inveshnent ought to be made in aid of tbat improvement; 
and that in both instances, the appropriations should be commen- 
surate with the importance of the object, and the resources of the 
state. 

Mr. M'Mahon, of Alleghany countj, submitted the following 
resolution, after the sixth, which was concurred in. 

Resolved^ That it be recommended to the legislature of Maiy* 
land, to take early steps for the obtention, by compromise or other* 
wise, of the deferred interest of the stockholders and creditors of 
the Potomac company. 

On motion of Mr. Kennedy, the resolutions ofiered by him as a 
substitute for the report of the committee, were taken up and read; 
the question being put on the amendment, was determined in the 
negative. 

Mr. M'Mahon submitted the following as the eighth resolution^ 
vrhich was determined in the negative. 

Rtsolved^ That it be recommended to the legislatures of Mary- 
land and Virginia, and the government of the United States, if the 
shares and interest of the creditors and stockholders of the Poto« 
mac company, in the Chesapeake and Ohio canal company, can- 
not be obtaine.d by compromise or otherwise, so tu modify the act 
incorporating the Chesapeake and Ohio canal company, as to 
postpone the right of the stockholders and creditors of ths Poto- 
, mac company having shares of deferred stock in the Chesapeake 
and Ohio canal company, in lieu of the debt, and stock of the 
Potomac company, to vote upon tiieir said shares until a divi- 
dend shall have been made upon the stock of said companyi under 
which such creditors and stockholders may be entitled to a divi- 
dend upon said shares. 

The convention, on motion of Mr. McMahon, proceeded to the 
consideration of the resolutions offered by him on Thursday last, 
and which were referred to the committee. The resolutions bemg 
read by Mr. McMahon, the question was taken on the adoption bj 
counties, which resulted as follows: 

Afiirmative — Baltimore county, Baltimore city-— 2. 

' Negative — Frederick county, Alleghany, Washington, Annaps^ 
lis city, Montgomery, Harford, St. Mary's, Prince George's 
Charles— 9. Ann Arundel, divided. 
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On motion of Mr. George Howard, the question vras taken nu- 
merically- 
Affirmative — Messrs. McMahon, Geo. Howard, Hollings worth, 
Stansbury, Spence, Brown^ James Howard, Smith, Harrjman, 
McKim, Hoffman, Lorman, Kennedy — 1 3. 

Negative — Messrs. McPherson, Tyler, Duvall, Potts, Nelson, 
Thomas, Lee, McHenry, Hoye, Templeman, Bruce, Graff, Gabby, 
Buchanan, Fitzbugh, Blackford, Price, Brent, Anderson, Snow- 
don, Murray, EUicott, Taney, Murray, Hughes, Washington, 
Darne, Holmes, Lee, Forrest, Maulsby, Gill, Norris, Plater, Cassin, 
Stone, Millard, Key, Sprigg, Herbert, Wootten, W. Bowie, Semmes, 
Stonestreet, Jenifer, fjarris — 46, 

Determined in the negative. 

The reading ef the original report was taken up, and the clerk 
progressed in the reading as far as the 10th resolution, when Mr. 
Potts submiltcd the following ^s a substitute, which was concurred 
in. 

Resolved^ as the opinion of this convention, that the resources 
of the state are abundantly sufficient to meet any expenditure 
which the accomplishment of tlie works recommended by this 
convention may require, without imposing onerous burdens on her 
people, and that the ways and means may be readily devised by 
the wisdom of the legislature to pay the interest on any loans that 
may be authorized for that purpose. 

The report and resolutions being read through, were put on 
their final passage, which resulted as follows: 

Affirmative — Frederick county, Alleghany, Washington, Anna- 
polis city, St. Mary's, Prince George's, Charles, Ann Arundel — 8. 

Negative — Baltimore county, Montgomery, Harford, Balti- 
more city — 4. 

Determined in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. Geo. Howard, the question was taken nume- 
rically — 

Affirmative — ^Messrs. McPherson, Tyler, Duvall, Potts, Nelson, 
Thomas, Lee, McHenry, Hoye, Bruce, Templeman, Graff, Swan, 
Gabby, Buchanan, Fitzbugh, Blackford, Price, Brent, Anderson, 
Snowden, Murray, Spence, Smith, Murray, Hughes, Darnjg, 



Plater, Cassin, Stone, Millard, Kej, Spngg, Herbert, Wootten, 
Bowie, Semmes, btonestreet, Jenifer, Harris — 40. 

Negative — ^Messns. McMahon, Geo. Howard, Hollingiworth, 
Stansbury, Brown, Jas. Howard, Harryman, Ellicott, McKim^ 
Hoffinan, Lorman, Kennedy, Taney, Washington, Holmes, Lee, 
Forrest, Maulsby, Gill, Morris — 90. 



The committee to whom was referred the subject of internal im- 
provement, and the consideration of the ways and means in their 
judgment best calculated to effect this great and common object of 
the people of Maryland, having considered the great subjects of re- 
ference by the convention, with all the attention and diligence which 
their time enabled them to give, have concluded to report to the 
convention the following preamble and resolutions, with their rea- 
sons, as the result of their labors, which they respectfully submit 
to the superior wisdom and consideration of tliis honorable body. 

Whereas^ The Chesapeake and Ohio canal, in connection with 
a lateral canal from the Patapsco river, to intersect the Chesapeake 
and Ohio canal, at the most approved and practicable point, whe- 
ther considered in relation to the state at large, or in its prosperous 
influence upon the trade and commerce of the city of Baltimore, is 
the most prominent and commanding object for the early and libe- 
ral patronage of the legislature of Maryland, therefore 

Ist. Resolved^ That the practicability of a canal from Baltimore, to 
intersect and unite with the Chesapeake and Ohio canal, thence to 
Pittsburg, and thence to lake Erie, no longer admits of a doubt in 
the opinion of this convention. 

There was a period when the magnitude of the undertaking ap- 
palled even the most sanguine, who not only doubted the practica- 
bility of the measure, but more than ail the ability of the country to 
acconkplish so great a work. The canals of England and Holland, 
and the rest of Europe, were considered as stupendous undertak- 
ings, which European science and capital alone were competent to 
efiect, but the delusion has been dissipated, and recent experience 
has demonstrated, that American skill and enterprise arc equal to 
any thing that man can elFect. The Erie canal is a lasting monu- 
ment of the wisdom, patriotism and public spirit of the state of New 
Torki and has rendered certain what before was problematical^ it 



has removed the doubts of scepticism itself, and stands a splendid 
example to the world, of what may be done in the way of internal 
improvements. This magnificent work, which is a practicable les- 
son to the union on the subject of canals, combined with the surveys 
made by the commissioners of Virginia and Maryland, and those 
lately made by the engineers of the national government, of the con- 
templated canal route, leave no doubt on the mind of this conven- 
tion of the practicability of the work in question. 

2d. Resolved J That the projected Chesapeake and Ohio canal, ii 
connection with one from Baltimore, is an object of the .first magni- 
tude to this state, in an agricultural, commercial and political point 
of view, and therefore ought, if possible, to be effected. 

The time has arrived, in the opinion of this convention, whentbe 
state is imperatively called upon to make a prompt and vigoroul 
effort to accomplish that object, which, more than any other measure 
of internal improvement, will secure to her the advantages of ber 
geographical position, in relation to the western states, and under 
Providence, perpetuate the foundation of her happiness and pros- 
perity. This convention has seen with admiration, the advances 
made by New York, in her works of internal improvement, and 
acknowledges, with pain and mortification, that Maryland must lose 
the trade of the western country, unless she can be connected with it 
by the canal in contemplation. Whilst the trade between the At- 
lantic and the west, was carried on by wagons, she participated 
largely in it; but the fact cannot be concealed, that the facilities ta 
transportation afforded by the Erie canal are calculated to deprive 
her of it. When it is considered, that the expense of transportation 
by land, is more than twenty -five times greater than by the canalf 
it must be obvious to all reflecting minds, that there can be no com** 
petition between land and water carriage. The wagon trade must 
be abandoned. 'Yet the state, in the opinion of this convention, has 
natural advantages, which, if improved, would render her asuccess- 
ful rival with New York for the western trade, it is five hundred 
and thirteen miles from New York to Bufialoe, on lake Erie, of 
which distance, one hundred and fifty miles is river navigation, and 
requires reshipment, and from thence to the point where the Chesa- 
peake and Ohio canal would enter the lake, about two hundred miles 
more, making seven hundred and thirteen miles. From Baltimore 
to lake Erie, on the route contemplated, it is about five hundred 
and ten miles. 
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Now if it be conceded^ that the Erie canal will command the trade 
of the country on the north of the canal line, and also some distance 
on the soutli of it, it must be admitted that the Chesapeake and Ohio 
•anal will command the trade of the country to the south of the 
canal line, which includes four-fifths of the lake country, the states 
of Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, part of Pennsylvania, Virginia and 
Kentucky, and indeed all the country whose trade is not exclusively 
confined to New Orleans. Again, the distance from New York to 
Pittsburg is seven hundred miles; from Baltimore to Pittsburg it is 
only four hundred miles, making a difference of three hundred miles 
in favor of Baltimore. From these considerations, this convention 
indulges a confident hope, that should the transcendant natural ad- 
advantages of the commercial emporium of the state be improved as 
Ihey ought to be, she may engage in a successful competition with 
New York, on lake Erie and at Pittsburg, for the trade of the wes- 
tern world. Why should she not? it is seen that Baltimore is 
from two hundred to three hundred miles nearer to the western states 
Ihan her great rival; and if the productions of the west could be 
transported to her with as much facility, and as good prices obtain- 
ed there as at New York; and if at the same time Baltimore could 
supply foreign and domestic goods, upon as good terms as New 
Fork, it is reasonable to conclude, that Baltimore would enjoy a 
Hill portion of the western trade. And should the northern canal 
be closed by ice, two months longer in the year than the southern, 
it YfiW give to the latter, independently of all other considerations, 
ft decided preference. That the commerce of this great city is of 
▼ital importance to the prosperity of the state, and ought to be fos- 
tered and extended, as the means of increasing her wealth, power 
^xxA population, are propositions which would seem to admit of no 
diversity of opinion. They may be illustrated and brought home to 
the understanding of every man, by supposing, that Baltimore, by 
vone dreadful calamity, was annihilated. What then would be the 
rendition of the state.^ it would be reduced to poverty, insignifi* 
cance and ruin. On the other hand, if Baltimore, by maintaining 
ber natural advantages, could become another London, what bles- 
^gS might not be expected from it, by affording the best of markets 
at home for the productions of the country. Ii.very citizen is in* 
terestedin the measure, and ought to give in his hearty support. 

In a political point of view, the importance of this communica- 
tion mOk the western states, is not less apparent. It will facilitate 



the intercourse between the Atlantic and western states^ contlect 
the people bv interest, habit and constant communication, and unite 
them by an indissoluble bond of union. To this subject, the parting 
wonis of the father of his country apply with peculiar emphasis; 
<*The east in an unrestrained intercourse witii the west, already 
finds, and in the progressive improvement of interior communica- 
tion, by land and water, will more and more find, a valuable veut 
for the commodities which it brings from abroad, or manufactures at 
home. The west derives from the east, supplies requisite for its 
growth and comfort, and what is perhaps^of still greater consequence, 
it must of necessity owe the secure enjoyment of indispensable out- 
lets for its productions, to the weight, influence and future maritime 
strength of the Atlantic aide of the union, directed by an indissdln- 
ble community of interests as one nation." It is to be hoped, that 
the national government will not be indifferent to measures, whkk 
so powerfully and intimately effect the national interest: and thit 
the representatives of ten millions of freemen, will make an effort to 
consolidate and perpetuate tliat union, on which their prosperity, 
happiness and freedom pre-eminently depend. The work is worthy 
and claims the patronage of the nation, and if effected, will renuun 
an imperishable monument of its honor and patriotism, to all future 
times. From these united considerations, this convention is con- 
vinced, that the canals, if made, would be a blessing to the state and 
the nation. 

Sd. Resolved^ That in the opinion of this convention, the interest 
and prosperity of the state are essentially involved in the prosecutioti 
of this great work; and that she ought to use her best exertions to 
procure its accomplishment: provided^ that it will not be expedient 
to apply the resources of the state to that object, unless an adequate 
fund shall be raised to complete the Chesapeake and Ohio canal to 
tlic base of the Alleghany mountain. 

This convention has no correct data, upon which to predicate es- 
timates of the expense of making the canal from Baltimore to Pitts- 
burg, or from Baltimore to the Alleghany, but, taking the expense at 
ten millions of dollars to Pittsburg, and five millions to the Alleghany, 
no reason is seen why it should not yield an interest equal to the 
Erie canal, which at this time is understood to give five per cont. on 
the sum invested, and the calculations are, that it will shortly pro- 
duce upwards of a million annually, to the state. The agricultural 
productions of the country, and those of the forest through which 
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the Chesapeake and Ohio canal will run, until it reaches the Alle- 
ghany, are at least equal to those of New York, in addition to which 
we may count on coal, which abounds to an extent not surpassed 
in anj other country. It is calculated that the tolls on that article 
alone, would immediately pay the interest on several millions of 
dollars. 

If the city of New York consumes, annually, two millions four 
hundred thousand bushels of coal, what will not the country between 
Cumberland and Baltimore, including the District of Columbia, 
the city of Baltimore, and the manufacturing establishments in her 
vicinity, require, when it can be furnished for a sum not exceed- 
ing sixteen cents a bushel. The advantages of coal to the com- 
munity at large, and to the cities, towns, and manufactories in par- 
ticular, are incalculable. What would England have been without 
ker coal, and deprived of it what would she become. 

A canal through the western counties of the state would relieve 
the people from the most distressing and onerous burdens. The 
' freight of a barrel of flour from Hagerstown to Baltimore, is ne- 
ver less than one dollar, and generally one dollar and twenty-five 
cents. A canal navigation would reduce it to five cents, exclusive 
of tolls, and on all other articles in the same ratio. 

The convention feels a deep conviction, that a canal from Pitts- 
burg to Baltimore, would render her, in preference to any other 
eastern port, the emporium of western commerce ; but as that object 
is beyond the ability of the state to accomplish, without th6 aid of 
the national government, it is nevertheless of opinion, that a canal 
may, and ought to be made to the foot of the Alleghany, which 
would bring into the bosom of the state, the rich productions of 
the country bordering on the Potomac and its branches, and ren- 
de^ our commercial capital a still more flourishing and prosperous 
city; , 

4th. Resolved^ That in the opinion of the convention, the appK- 
cation of the public funds to this project, will be found a profitable 
and beneficial investment, that its aceompUshment will encourage 
agriculture, promote commerce and manufactures, increase popu- 
lation, augment the public wealth, enlarge the ability of the state 
to foster other works of public utility, and strengthen the union. 

5th. Resolved^ That all minor objects ought to yield to this un- 
dertaking, which the united energies of the state alone can effect. 
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6ih„ Resolved^ That in the opinion of this convention, the statf 
ought to invest ^ye hundred thousand dollars in the Chesapeake 
and Ohio canal : Provided^ ths^t before the state shall make sucb 
an investment, the sum that may be accessary with such invest- 
ment, according to the estimate that may be reported bj the Unitr 
ed States engineers, to complete it to the eastern })2ls^ of the AI- 
leghanj mountains, shall be first subscribed; and further, thi^t tb^ 
state appropriate five hundred thousand dollars for the completion 
q£ a canal from the Patapsco river to intersect the former, ani 
that the investment in the one, and the appropriation for the other, 
be simultaneous. And provided farther j that the legislature, be? 
fore authorizing any subscription on the part of the state, to the 
Chesapeake and Ohio canal, be satisfied in such manner as is pre* 
scribed by the act of congress, that a canal, connecting the Patap* 
SCO with the Chesapeake and Ohio canal, at such point in the 
District of Columbia, or through the same, as the legislature shall 
judge expedient, may be cut, without impeding or injuring the na- 
vi^tion of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal. 

7th. Resolved^ that it be recommended to the legislature of 
Maryland to take early steps for the obtention, by compromise 
or otherwise, of the deferred interest of the stockholders and cre- 
ditors of the Potomac company. 

8th. Resolved, That it is the sense of this convention that the 
proper time has arrived, when a liberal and general system for 
the internal improvement of Maryl^d, at her expense, ought to be 
adopted by the legislature of the state, and that the first object in 
interest and importance to her citizens, is the cqnstruction of a 
canal from the waters of tlie Patapsco, near Baltimore^ to sono^p 
point on the Potomac river, which shall most conveniently unite 
with th.e Potomac and Ohio canal. 

9ih. fie$olved^ th^t it is the sense of this convention, that the le- 
gislature 9f ]\f ajyland ought, without delay, to propose to the le- 
gislature of Pennsylvania to u^ite with that state in constructing a& 
ascending navigfttipn from the tide water of the Chesapeake bay 
at Port Deposite, to the town of Harrisburg, in Dauphin county, 
by canals or otherwise, as ap object of great interest and impor- 
tance to Maryland. 

10th. Resolved, as the sense of this convention that it would be 
proper for the legislature of Maryland, at its next session, to coh-^ 



ititate, by law, a board of public works, whose duty it shall be t« 
oause an actual survey and examination of the state to be made, 
and to ascertain what rivers can be improved by removing impedi- 
ments to their navigation, and the expense of such improvement; 
what canals and rail roads are practicable, and which, if made, 
will promote the public interest; with the expense of constructing 
such canals and rail roads, and generally to develope the extent 
ef the agricultural, manufacturing and commercial resources of 
the state; with digested plans for rendering those resources subser* 
▼lent to the general welfare. 

11th. Resolved^ as the opinion of this convention, that the re- 
sources of the state are abundantly sufficient to meet any expen- 
diture which the accomplishment of the works, recommended by 
this convention, may require, without imposing onerous burdens 
on her people, and that the ways and means' may be readily devis- 
ed by the wisdom of the legislature, to pay the interest on any loans 
that may be authorized for that purpose. 

12th. Resolved^ that a committee of three he appointed by the 
ehair, to draft and present a memorial, on behalf of this conven- 
tion, to the legislature of Maryland, in conformity with the fore- 
{oing resolutions. 

Mr. Sprigg submitted the following resolutions, which were unan- 
^ously adopted — 

Resolved unanimouelyf That the thanks of tliis convention are 
hereby most respectfully tendered to John Montgomery, esq. 
Biayor of the city of Baltimore, for his personal attentions to the 
comfort and convenience of this convention. 

Re$ohed imanimomly^ That the thanks of this convention are 
hereby returned to the editors of the Baltimore American, for their 
politeness in furnishing the members of the convention with^their 
newspapers during the session. 

tStr, Potts submitted the following resolution, which was unani- 
moasly adopted: — 

Resolved unanimously^ That the thanks of this convention are 
hereby tendered to the secretary and clerk, for their services du- 
ring the session of this convention. 

Mr. Price submitted the following resolution, which was unani- 
mously adopted: — 
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* Reiohed unanimously^ That the thanks of this convention are 
ine to Charles Carroll^ of Carrollton, esq. for the able and digni- 
fied manner in vr hich he has presided over its deliberations. 

The convention then adjourned sine dU, 
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If it be an axiom that labor is the source of wealth*— that the 
most fertile lands possess no intrinsic value, unless labor be united 
with them in producing those commodities which add to the conve- 
nience and happiness of man — the richest mineral productions of 
nature have no intrinsic value, unless labor be applied to convert 
them into convenient foi*m for use; hence a country abounding in 
the most fertile soil — all the various mineral productions — the finest 
rivers and water powers for prosecuting the mechanic arts — with a 
varied and highly genial climate, may be so poor as not to afford a 
comfortable subsistence for a single individual; because the absence 
of labor prevents the bounties of nature from being called into ac- 
tion to supply the necessary wants of human life. 

All plans, therefore, which are calculated to produce the appli- 
cation of labor, to bringing into operation those latent bounties of 
nature, which, but for labor, would remain in the bowels of the earth, 
are plans that are highly worthy the consideration of political econo- 
mists, and are legitimate objects for the exercise of sovereign 
power* 

It is a principle in political, not less tlian in domestic economy, 
that when the expenditure exceeds the income, poverty must ensue. 
A nation can no more sustain, in fact, a balance of trade against her, 



(ov a long time, tlian can an individual. Though an individual ma; 
own tracts of the finest lands, if he neglect, either directly or indi- 
rectly, to apply labor to cause them to produce the commodities 
that will supply, not only such of his wants as they are capable of, 
but in addition to this, also, a surplus suflScient to exchange for such 
commodities as his happiness requires, and which his ovm domam 
will not produce: such an individual may exist, but his reasonable 
wants will not be supplied; he can neither bear his portion of public 
burthens, nor educate a family in such way as shall preclude tiie cer- 
tainty, that a few generations only will elapse, before suck ftmilj 
will have sunk into barbarism. A community thus circumstanced, 
would, by parity of reasonings pass few generations before it would 
become semi-barbarian. 

If an individnal should possess an island so remote from the ol&ir 
parts of the world, that the produce of his fertile soil, brought forft 
by the most judicious application oi labor, will not bear the expense 
of transportation, to effect an exchange for articles produced in 
other parts of the world, and which are necessary to supply his 
reasonable wants, his labor would be lost; his fertile soil without 
value, and he miserable. No stimulus exists to labor beyond the 
amount necessary to sustun life, and he dwindles from a useful 
member of a social community to a drone, existing in common 
with other animals^ by the same means, upon the common air« 

Thus the United States, extending over a region containing every 
variety of climate and soil; every where irrigated with the jHirest 
streams; with a population unequalled, for industry, intelligence and 
enterprize, spread every where over her territory, may,, nay, must 
become, in a few generations, less industrious, less intelligent and 
less enterprizing, if labor shall continue to receive no reward^ ow* 
ing to the expense attending the transportation from the growcir to 
the consumer. 

If a barrel of flour shall be woilh, in the island of Cuba, seven dot'- 
lars, and St will cost to the grower of the wheat, seven dollars to 
transport the flour from the place of its production to Cuba, he will 
receive no reward for his labor: but, if a barrel of flour will sell in 
Cub^ for seven dollars, and the grower of the grain can convert it 
into flour, and transpoii; it to Cuba for five dollars, he will receive 
a reward of two dol lars for his labor. 

Under such circumstances, labor is most valuable near the sea- 
Ifoard, because; the expense of transportation from the producer to 
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the consumer is less— a scale may be gnidaated from a point on the 
seaboard where labor is most valuable, cp a point in the interior of 
the country where it is of no yalue, as a means of producing wealth. 

For instance, suppose a ton of iron in England be worth fifty 
dollars, and the freight even in a foreign vessel^ will cost four dollars; 
if this iron be produced in Baltimore county, Baltimore county will 
gain forty-six dollars for that which cost nothing but the same ap- 
plication of labor upon inert matter, for neither of which she would 
have received any thing but for the market afforded in England. 
But if tlie ton of iron is to be sent from Pittsburg to England, the 
cost of transportation from Pittsburg to Baltimore must be also de- 
ducted from the English pricei; which would be so great that there 
would be no reward left for the labor required in converting the 
mineral into maneat>Ie iron; it would therefore not be produced at 
Pittsburg; both the mineral and labor would be of no value at that 
place. 

A ton weight of superfine flour may be worth at Baltimore, for 
Asportation to foreign countries, fifty dollars, while at the distance 
jof two hundred and fifty miles from Baltimore, in the interior of the 
country, it will be worth nothing for exportation, because by the 
ordinary means of transportation, even on good turnpike roads, it 
will cost fifty dollars to transport it to Baltimore. The soil, there- 
fore, must remain unoccupiied, because the husbandman can receive 
no reward for his labor — and the nation will be none the richer for 
possessing both land and labor, at the distance of two hundred and 
fifty miles from the seaboard, unless the value of agricultural pro- 
ducts shall increase in foreign countries, or labor be diverted to other 
oljects than the growth of grain. 

The expense of transportation on the most perfectly constructed 
turnpike road, per mile, will be neariy as follows, viz: 

For twenty miles, which is a day's travel^ it will require, to carry 
two tons, six horses and one man-— 

Six horses at 75 cents per day, eacb^ is S4 50 

One man at 75 cents, 75 

Making 25 25 

Which,divided by two, will leave for transporting one ton, 82 62 
for twenty miles, which 82 62 J divided by 20, will make the cost of 
transportation of one ton, one mile, 13| cents. 
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Ihc expense ftit''iiiinsporUUon by a good canal ^ill be as fol- 
lows, viz. 

For twenty miles, which is a day's travel, it will require to carry 
twenty-five tons, one hor^e, one maH and one boy — 

One horse at 75 cents per day, 75 

One man at 75 cents per day, ' tS 

One boy at 50 cents per day, 50 

Making together . £3 00 

Which, divided \xj 95, the number of tons, will give 8 cents fior 
transporting one ton twenty miles; which 8 cents, divided by SO, 
will give less than half a cent per mile for a ton weight. 

In this calculation there is no chargcTor'wi^ion'or boat; nor U 
there any charge for toll, because these would be nearly equal in 
either mode. 

Let it, however, be assumed as a fact, that the cost of transporta-f 
tion on a road is twenty cents per mile, exclusive of tolls, for each 
ton weight; it will appear then that a ton weight that is worth fifty 
dollars on the se|iboard,is worth to the producer of the article one 
dollar less at the distance of five miles therefrom, and so qn for 
.every five miles as he recedes into the interior of our countrjr; until 
at the distance of two hundred and fifty miles, it is worth nothing 
with the ordinary means of transportation. 

It will then follow that all the labor which the population of that 
portion of our country which is situated two hundred and fifty miles 
or more from a shipping port, frith all the fertile lands equally dis- 
tant, are worth nothing, as a source of national wealth,'if the labor 
can only be employed in agricultural pursuits, or in the productioa 
of articles of no greater value than wheat; because there is no inr 
ducemcnt to employ labor, which is the mother not only of indivi- 
dual, bat of national wfsalth. 

The demand for the produce of pur soil, it is true, may become 
greater .than it now is, or has been for the last seven years; and con- 
sequently, the value be increased on our sea coast, so as, at times, to 
extend the limit beyond two hundred and fifty miles, from which the 
great staple of the middle states may be exported; but^this will not 
alter the principle: the relative value of land and labor will remain 
the same, agreeably to the scale of distances stated— for, admitting 
that a foreign demand shall increase the value of a ton of flour to 



double of its present value, or oae hundred dollars at the port of ex- 
portfttion, the same article would be worth nothing, as an article for 
export, at the distance of five hundred miles from such port. 

Having now, as I suppose, established the premises, that neither 
labor nor land, with the ordinary means of transportatiBn, are of 
any value as a source of national wealth, during the present pacific 
state of the world, at a distance of two hundred and fifty miles 
^m nav^ble waters; it will follow that, if the means of internal 
transportation cannot be rendered less expensive than it now is, 
that at least two-fifths of the physical power of the nation^ with 
eight-tenths of its most fertile soil, must remun inoperative, until 
called forth either by increased demands in foreign markets for 
the produce of our soil, or until the means of conveyance from the 
grower to the consumer sliall be rendered less expensive. 

If it be adndtted now that the exports of the United States 
amount to fifty millions of dollars annually, with but three-fifths 
of the population employed in productive labor, it will foUow that, 
if the remaining tWo-fifths can be employed with equal industry upon 
a superior soil, that the surplus produce for exportation wilt be 
dghty-three and one-third millions, thereby adding to the national 
wealth thirty-three and one-third millions of dollars annually, from 
a source now producing nothing beyond the means of subsistence of 
the population inhabiting a remote, though the most prolific portion 
of our country. 

This wealth may not, it is true, return to us in the precious 
metals; but if it is more than sufficient to supply our wants in the 
products of other countries, the difference must remain with us in 
diose metals. Experience has shown, however, that with the means 
of gratifying wants, wants increase; and hence it is fair to presume 
tliat ah increased importation would naturally follow a greatly 
increased exportation; the effect of which would be, that, supposing 
an increased importation to the amount of thirty-three and one-third 
millions, and the imports to be collected upon the amount at an 
average of twenty per cent, the resources of the national treasury 
V would be augmentated upwards of six and an half millions of dollars 
annually; or in ten years sixty-five millions. 

But there are other considerations of great weighty which ought 
to urge the general government to the adoption and execution of a^ 
inlar^d system of internal irnprovement. 
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Nearly tlic whole body of public land lies far in tlic interior of 
our country; too remote from the sea coast to justify a hope that 
it can be sold to settlers for the purpose of cultivation, until a 
channel is opened by which tlie surplus produce of the soil can be 
transported to market. 

The United States is supposed to contain two millions of square 
miles, and, at the rate which Europe is populated, is capable of ^ 
sustaining one hundred and twenty millions of souls— «ne million 
square miles are assumed to be arable land. The Atlantic states 
may contun about three hundred and seventy-five thousand square 
miles, of which one half, or one hundred and eighty-seven thousand 
are supposed to be arable; this amount deducted from one million 
will leave for the western states and territories, eight hundred and 
thirteen thousand square miles, or upwards of five hundred millions 
of acres of arable land. Of the whole quantity of land west of the 
Alleghany mountains, there is but an inconsiderable portion sold: 
perhaps not more than two hundred thousand square miles: and this 
is incumbcired with a debt due to the government of about twenty 
millions of dollars. There must, therefore, remain in the hands of 
government, upwards of six hundred thousand square miles, or three 
hundred and eighty-four millions of acres of arable land. A great 
portion of this land, it is true, may not be required for settlement 
and cultivation for a long time; but it is a mine of wealth, which the 
nation may, with much certainty, look to at some time both for 
direct revenue, and indirectly, throu^ a vastly extended popula- 
tion, as an indirect resource of incalculable national wealth. 

The population of the United States, which now amounts to ten 
millions, may be reasonably expected, within the next thirty years, 
to amount to twenty millions, and will naturally seek to spread 
itself into that region of country where land is to be had upon the 
cheapest terms, and of the best quality. This increase of popula- 
tion will furnish purchasers for lands, that would otherwise remain 
useless to the nation. A reasonable estimate would be, that one- 
half of this increase will be located in the) valley of the Mississippi^ 
and that ten acres of public land will be purchased for each inhabi- 
tant. This, for five millions, in addition to the inhabitants which 
that region now contains, would require fifty millions of acres of 
land; which, at one dollar per acre, would produce to the national 
treasury fifty millions of dollars, at the end of thirty years. Great 



fts tKis considi^ration is, h is, however, of miuor importance, when it 
is considered tiiat the labor of this five millions will increase the 
whole exports of our country one-half more than thej would be, 
if the land remsuns useless for want of a cheap and easy channel 
of communication with other parts of the world. 

Under such views, can a doubt exist that it is the true policy ojT 
the national government to use all the constitutional power it pos- 
sesses to call into action the force of the nation, in producing 
from that which is now useless, that which is valuable and necessa- 
ry to the whole human family. It would seem that sound reason, 
not less than self-interest, would forbid a different conclusion. The 
object then, is a national one; the nation at large is to be benifitted 
by an augmentation of its wealth, and the treasury of the govern- 
ment is to be enriched from that cause. Who then ought to effect 
the work? The government of the nation. Who ought to pay the 
expense? The national treasury. 

But it will b^ asked, admitting that the government of the United 
States has ample powers, and the national resources would be aug* 
mented to the extent supposed, what measures must be adopted that 
will produce the result? It may be answered, canals, or rail roads, 
if experience shall prove them preferable. But canals have been 
proved in Europe and more recently in our own country. 

Let ustherefore,examine the reisult of a calculation upon the means 
of transportation by canals, and see whether that portion of the 
labor of our country with the fertile lands, which lie beyond a dis- 
tance of two hundi-ed and fifty miles from the seaboard, may not 
be brought into operation. 

The expense of transportation upon a good canal, exclusive of 
tolls, does not exceed for a ton weight, by actual experiment, one 
cent per mile. If, tlien, a ton of flour at Baltimore be worth fifly 
dollars for exportation, at the distance of two hundred and fifty 
miles from Baltimore, it will be worth forty-seven dollars and fifty 
cents, or at the distance of five hundred miles, it will be worth 
forty-five dollars; affording an ind\icement sufficiently strong when 
their more fertile soil is considered, to call foi-th the energies of the 
population of that portion of our country which lies more than two 
hundred ai^d fifty miles from the sea coast 



tf th^ iiitrodaction of canal transportation will, with a popuTation 
often millions, increase our exports of domestic articles Crain fifty 
to eightj-three and one-third millions, it will follow, admitting that 
only one-half the increase in the next thirty years, shall settle on 
the west of the Alleghany mountains, and that no increased export 
shall take place in consequence of an increased population on the 
east of those mountains, that, at the end of thirty years our exports 
will amount to one hundred and twenty-five millions of doihu3 
annualfy; and consequently, if the proceeds of this shall be returned 
in articles paying the same duty that is imposed by the present 
tariff, the revenue of the government will be further increased five 
millions of dollars; making in the whole, an increased revenue of 
eleven and an half millions annually, in consequence of calling ints 
action additional labor, by affording the means of canal transporta« 
tion to the products of the west, at the end of thirty years; to which 
may be added the addition of fifty millions of dollars, tlie proceeds 
of the sale of public lands, that otherwise would remain unproduc- 
tive in the hands of government; and, also, enable the debtors to 
the United States to pay for land already sold, twenty millions of 
dollars, by affording them the means of transportation for the pro- 
duce of labor to market. These results being susceptible of mathe- 
matical demonstration, require no further elucidation; nor can it be 
supposed that the enlightened body who compose the government of 
the country, can require arguments to convince them that the true 
principles of political economy require that measures should be 
adopted, without delay, which shall, in the shortest time possible, 
effect objects so highly beneficial to the community over whose des- 
tinies tliey hold so important a controul. 

If the preceding views be correct, it would seem clear, that the 
people of the United States, as a community, are all deeply interest- 
ed in opening a communication from the waters X)f the Atlantic to 
those of the valley of the Mississippi. At what point this commu- 
nication ought to be made, can only be ascertained by actual survey 
and admeasurement; that which shall be the shortest and most cer- 
tain ought to be adopted, without regard to local prejudices or par- 
tial considerations. And it is of secondary importance to the na- 
tion, whether the expense of construction shall be ten or twenty mil- 
lions of dollars, seeing that it will be paid for by money, which will 
have been drawn from the pockets of the community, and which,, 
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after haTing returned to them, will again find its Way in the shape 
•f imposts to the public treasury. 

But the recent instance of the construction of a canal from the 
Hudson river to lake Erie, a distance of three hundred and sixty 
milesyby a single state of this union, without imposing a dollar tax 
upon her inhabitants, shews that no fears are to be entertained of 
increased public burthens, even by those who watch over the trea« 
sury of the nation with the most Argus-like eyes. 

If it be admitted that the canal to unite the eastern and western 
waters, were to cost twenty milliuns of dollars, and to be ten 
years in the construction; that the whole money to be expended 
should be borrowed, upon an average of five years time, at five per 
cent, interest; the cost of the canal would then be, when finished, 
twenty-five millions of dollars, the interest of which would be one 
million two hundred and fifty thousand dollars per year; for which, 
in the first place, the nation would increase its exports thirty -three 
and one third millions annually, with its present population, and 
increase its revenue six and a half millions annually, in addition 
to whatever tolls shall be imposed upon the navigation. 

These considerations have induced me to believe, that the only 
question with the general government ought to be, is the commu- 
nication between the waters of the Atlantic and those flowing from 
the immense valley of the Mississippi practicable, either by canals 
or rail roads , with locomotive and stationary engines? and not what 
will be the expense in the construction? seeing that if it be at all 
practicable, no expense can be incurred but what the nation can 
bear without oppression in the first place, and which, in the end, 
will be ten fold remunerated. 

And here, permit me to state, that I entertain none of thos^ 
scruples which appear to prevail in some parts of our country, upon 
the legitimate powers of the general government, extending to what 
is emphatically termed works of internal improvement provided 
those works are calculated either ^Ho pay the debts or provide 
for the common defence and general welfare of the United States;" 
or *^to regulate commerce among the several states," or ^<to esta* 
blish post offices or post roads;'' inasmuch as congress possesses 
the power ^to make all laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying the above objects into execution" — I entertain, and 1 trust 
the general government will entertain none of those scruples, be* 
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cause the necessary powers appear to be as clearly granted to that 
body as any other implied powers under the constitution. 

If the adoption and execution of a system of internal improvement 
will not aid in the "payment of the debts of the United States,^* by 
increasing their ability to produce the means of payment; or will 
not aid in the ^^common defence,'' by providing channels of comma-' 
nication for the transportation of the means of national defence, 
from one part of the union to another; or will not "promote the ge- 
neral welfare," by increasing the resources of the nation, and ce- 
menting the union, by the ties of intercourse and common interest 
or will not "regulate commerce among the several states," between 
which no commerce can exist without such improvement; or will 
not "establish post roads" — if none of these objects will be effect- 
ed, then, indeed, is the general government precluded from legisla- 
tion upon the subject: but if any one of those objects are to be ac- 
complished by the construction of roads and canals, then the general 
government certainly possesses the constitutional power '^to make 
all laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying such ob- 
jects into effect" 

Having presented the result of the reflections which have occur- 
ed to my mind, upon the subject of that portion of internal improve- 
ments, which may properly be denominated national^ I will now 
ask permission to pursue the same subject, in relation to the state 
of Maryland. She will be considered as a separate and sovereign 
state, revolving on her own axis, and moving within her own sphere; 
possessing the undisputed prerogative of directing her own course 
within the limit of her constitutional rights. 

The state of Maryland is supposed to contain thirteen thousand 
nine hundred and fifty square miles, and about four hundred and 
seven thousand three hundred and fifty inhabitants. Her soil is 
admitted to be equally as fertile as that of any other state in the 
union, east of the Alleghany mountains. Her climate is surpassed 
by none. The northern and western parts of her territory are every 
where intersected by pure mountain streams, equally adapted to 
the fertilization of her soil, and the propulsion of labor-saving ma- 
chinery. The southern and eastern sections of the state are divided 
by one of the finest bays in the world, throwing out,. on either side, 
numerous navigable rivers, and terminating at its head, in the cen- 
tre of the state, in one of the most secure harbours for shipping that 



can any where be found; at a point the nearest to the great inland 
waters of the west, that is presented by a topographical view of the 
whole United States. And at this point stands the third commer- 
cial citj in the union, whether it be judged by its population, its ex- 
ports or its wealth. The state of Maryland abounds with the mine- 
rals of iron, of the best quality, coal, and copper. Under these flat- 
tering circumstances she finds herself placed in the centre of the 
union, with the river Potomac washing her south-western border, on 
which is established the permanent seat of the national govern- 
ment — on the other side is the majestic Susquehanna, which, rising 
in the most fertile part of the state of New York, in the immediate 
neighborhood of the great lakes, winds its way through the heart of 
Pennsylvania, discharging its waters into the Chesapeake bay, but 
a few miles from the great commercilal emporium of )the state. 

With all these advantages, Maryland is, and ought to be, the first 
, state in the union, in proportion to her extent and population; but 
' she is not what she ought to have been, with the advantages she en- 
joys — she is, what she is, rather from the bounties of nature, than 
from the enterprise of her inhabitants, or the fostering care of her 
government. 

Charged as we are, by our fellow-citi?:ens, with the duty of digest- 
ing a plan ^^for the internal improvement of Maryland," it is neces- 
sary, I conceive, for us to understand particularly what are the 
means of the state, and then to show how those means can be best 
employed to effect the end. 

Our internal means are our lands, our waters, our minerals, our 
forests, and our labor. Our external means are our superior 
advantages for carrying on commerce, not only with other states of 
the union, but with foreign countries. 

These, it may be proper to consider separately, and if we assume 
as an axiom that labor is the source of all wealth, it will follow that 
if it be not obtainable, even mines of gold would possess no value. 

Without it our lands must remain uncultivated; our waters must 
flow in their natural channels without becoming subservient to the 
mechanic arts; our minerals must remain in the bowels of tlie earth 
unproductive; and our forests must remain to perish by the hand of 
time. Labor then is the main source to which we are to look for 
the improvement of the state; for the application of labor to thtt 
natural means we possess, is the only way by which we can con?a 



those means into wealth, or place the communUj in a sitaation to 
bear great public burthens. There is no portion of the state of 
Maryland so remote from foreign markets that the produce oi her 
industry will not bear the expense of transportation from the grower 
to the consumer, even by the ordinary means of roads; but a con- 
siderable proportion of the state is so remote from market, that 
other states, which afford cheaper means of transportation tlian by 
roads, will leave to the cultivator of the soil, at much greater 
distances from market, a larger reward for labor— consequently, 
migration to Maryland cannot, to any great extent, be expected^ 
for the purpose of agriculture, or any other purpose, where the 
value of labor is dependent upon the expense of transportation; 
for the laws of gravitation are not more certain, than that popu- 
lation will increase most rapidly, at those places, where labor will 
receive the greatest, most speedy, and certain reward. ^ 

To bring our lands into the most extensive state of agriculture, of 
which they are capable, we must provide the means of transporta- 
tion, at rates, as cheap, or cheaper, than they are in other sections 
of the union. If this be not done, we shall not only, not increase 
our population and labor, by migration to the state, but it will an- 
tually decrease by emigration from it, to states which pursue the 
wiser policy of carrying canaKnavigation into every part, instead of 
relying upon the more burthensome and expensive transportation 
by means of roads and horses. Pennsylvania increased her popula- 
tion in ten years, between eighteen hundred ten and eighteen 
hundred twenty, twenty -nine and an half per cent and New York 
forty -three per cent, while Maryland increased only seven per cent. 

What portion of population can be advantageously employed in 
cultivating the soil in Maryland, it would be difficult to ascertain 
by calculation. The experience of other countries, however, will 
furnish some data by which an estimate may be formed. J^urope. 
is said to contain three millions of square miles and one hundred 
and eighty millions of inhabitants. The population is, therefore, 
sixty to each square mile. France contains one hundred eighty- 
six thousand two hundred and eighty-two square miles, and 
twenty eight-millions of inhabitants; her population is then one 
hundred and fifty to each square mile. England, Wales and 
Scotland, contains seventy-seven thousand one hundred and nine- 
ty-nine square miles, and fifteen millions of inhabitants; their po- 
pulation is one hundred and ninety-five to each square mHe. The 
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state of Maryland contuns thirteen thousand nine hundred and 
fifty square miles, and four hundred and seven thousand three hun- 
dred and fifty inhabitants; her population is only twenty-nine to 
each square mile. 

If it be admitted, that the soil and climate of Maryland are equal 
to that of England, Wales and tScotland, and that she contains 
within herself, equal advantages for the employment of labor, in 
agriculture, commerce and in the manufacturiug and mechanic arts, 
then it will follow, that Maryland is capable of sustaining a popula- 
tion, for each square mile, of one hundred and ninety-five persons; 
which number, multiplied by the number of square miles in the state, 
will give an aggregate of two million seven hundred and twenty 
thousand two hundred and fifty, as the number of inhabitants which 
she is able to sustain. What portion of a population so dense, 
could be most advantageously employed in agriculture, nothing short 
of experience can determine. . It is certain, however, that no injury 
, can arise from letting the possessors of the labor of such a commu- 
nity direct it into those channels which shall yield to them the 
greatest profit. 

It may now be proper to advert to the next source for tlie employ- 
ment of labor, which are our minerals and our water-power^— These 
3ret remain, except to a very partial extent, altogether useless to the 
community. Iron ore abounds throughout the state, in every direc- 
tion, in unlimitted quantity and of a quality unsurpassed for excel- 
lence, in any part of the world. Water power remains unoccupied 
sufficient to work furnaces and forges to a much greater extent than 
can possibly be ever required to convert the ore into malleable iron. 
Our forests abound in wood for coal; if indeed mineral coal shall 
not be found to be a less expensive agent in the transformation— a cir- 
cumstance which is highly probable, as the anthracite is not known to 
combine any substance prejudicial to the quality of iron, and thi^ 
description of coal is found in the greatest abundance on the margin 
of the Susquehanna, ready to be wafted by "the waters of the river, 
at the most reasonable prices, into the harbor of Baltimore. 

From the iron mines which exist in the single county of Baltimore, 

it is believed iron sufficient may. be manufactured to supply the 

wants of the whole United States, and if the experiments which 

• are in progress, with anthracite coal, shall establish the fact, that 

it may be substituted for charcoal, the expense of manufacturing 
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bar iron will be so far reduced, that no other eountrj in {he world 
can come into competition with America in the supply of this indis- 
pensible article. The wealth that would pour into Maryland from 
this source alone, would be abundantly more than what now arises 
from all her exports. But this source of wealth will also require 
the protecting hand of government. Those iron mines, situated at 
a distance from navigable waters must have a less expensive means 
of transportation to market than by even good turnpike roads and 
wagons, otherwise a neighboring state, which possesses the same 
minerals, to an equal extent, by adopting an enlarged system of 
canal navigation, will hold out a greater reward for labor in the 
manufactory of the article, and to her will the manufacturers emi- 
grate. 

The water power in Maryland, applicable to manufacturing pur- 
poses, exists to a greater extent than under any circumstances can 
ever be employed. This, also, is susceptible of being made highly 
productive to the state when combined with manual labor — by it 
cotton and woollen manufactories may be worked to any extent de- 
sired, as well as many other branches of manufacture. 

To illustrate its benefits, let me cite a familiar example. Twp 
men, with a saw, can cut one hundred feet of plank in twelve hours; 
while one man, with a saw-mill worked with water power, can cut 
two thousand feet, in the same time, llius the labor of one man, 
when combined with water power, is equal to forty men without it; 
and this proportion will be far exceeded in the manufacture of iron, 
of flour, of cotton and woollen goods; and indeed of nearly all articles 
where labor-saving machinery can be worked by water in their pro- 
duction. 

It has been ascertained by a careful examination, that there is 
water power, within twenty miles of Baltimore, equal to eight thou- 
sand horse power, and if we admit that ten horsfe power is sufficient 
to drive one saw-mill, then there is power in this small district, to 
work seven hundred and eighty-seven saw-mills, which, with the 
labor of seven hundred and eighty-seven men, is capable of doing 
ihe work that thirty-one thousand four hundred and eighty men 
could .do without water power; consequently, seven hundred and 
eighty-seven men in this district, when their labor is combined with 
water power, constitutes an efiective force, equal to a population of 
thirty one thousand four hundred and eighty, in a district of equal 
size, where no such power exists. But the case cited is one pre* 



&6Bting, perhaps, the least favorable result in favor of water power 
and labor saving machinery, that can be found in the whole catalogue 
of manufactures — when the same power is combined and applied to 
the manufacture of iron, flour, or cotton goods, the result would pro- 
bably be ten-fold greater in favor of the combination of manual labor, 
with water power and labor-saving machinery, than it is in the case 
of sawing timber; consequently, this thirty-one thousand four bun- 
dred and eighty may be multiplied by ten, which will give the re- 
sult of thfee hundred and fourteen thousand eight hundred, as the 
quantity of productive labor that may be produced from tlie water 
power contained in a district of less than three hundred square 
miles; and when it is considered, that the great falls in the rivers 
Potomac and Susquehanna, with many streams of less magnitude, 
are within the state, we may safely affirm, that the resources of the 
community may be extended by labor-saving machinery as far as it 
can be done by any combination of manual labor with water power. 

One branch of the subject yet remains to be considered, and that 
is one, which t am sure will be viewed with deep interest, by eve- 
ry Marylander, proportioned to its great magnitude — ^That is, the 
means possessed by the state to prosecute a commerce in articles 
tiie growth and produce of her own soil, as well as in those of other 
states, which can, through her territory, find the shortest, cheapest^ 
and most certain outlet to ihe ocean. 

It has been shewn, that Maryland, which now contains a popula- 
tion of four hundred and seven thousand three hundred and fifty 
inhabitants, is capable of sustaining a population of two millions 
seven hundred and twenty thousand two hundred and fifty, and that 
a cheap means of transportation, by canals or rail roads, is only ne- 
cessary to ensure to her at least a'consi(leinrt>le prupitrtiun of Oils' 
number — witliout these, or any particular patronage from either her 
own or the general government, her natural advantages, have raised 
up in her centre, in the course of little more than half a century, a 
city containing seventy thousand inhabitants, filled with commercial 
enterprize, whose vessels are traversing every sea, and whose 
<^olors are equally known in the Atlantic and Pacific ocean — what 
will this city be when the produce of even a ten-fold population shall 
pour into her store houses ten-fold more produce than has hither- 
to been done, and when the rich produce of her soil and her mines 
shall find, through her agency, a market? It may be answered 
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doubled, tripled, and more. But what will ht her mtuatioii when 
the produce of the states lying contiguous to the Ohio and the Mis- 
sissippi rivers, shall be shipped from her wharves for consumption 
in foreign countries? It would be presumption in short-sighted man 
to say, under such circumstances, what might bS iexpected to be the 
numbei* of her inhabitants in half a century to come, or what would 
be the extent of their wealth. But surely, it is not less the duty, 
than the interest of the present generation, as far as they have the 
power, to put these desirable results in the way of accomplishment - 
The ability of the state to do so, without imposing oppressive bur* 
thens upon her citizens, cannot be doubted. 

The valuation of lands and houses, alone, in the state in 1814-lSI) 
was one hundred and six millions of dollars. This valuation may 
have been high; but suppose it to be reduced to one hundred mil- 
lions, and to include the personal property also, then a tax of one 
quarter of one per cent, will raise an annual revenue of two hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars; which is su£Bcient to pay the interest 
upon a loan of five millions, at five per cent.; a sum more than suf- 
^cient to carry canals or rail roads into every part of the state 
which may be required by the public interest. 

If it shall take ten years to perfect the internal improvement of 
the state, the money may be borrowed upon an average of five years 
time; consequently, the amount of interest would be one million two 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars, which, added to the sum of five 
millions, will make six millions two hundred and fifty thousand dol- 
larS) as the capital invested in the internal improvement of the state, 
when such improvement shall be finished. The annual interest of 
six millions two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, at five percent, 
would be three hundred and twelve thousand five hundred dollars, 
or less than one-third ot one per cent annually, upon the value of 
the real and personal property of Maryland, at the present time. 
This interest, it is reasonable to suppose, would be more than met 
by tolls arising from canals and rail roads, after the expiration of 
' ten years; and any surplus would be applicable to the gradual ei> 
tinction of the loan, which, when the double operation of increased 
tolls, in proportion to augmented population and intercourse and 
yearly reduction of the principle upon which interest would be pay- 
able, would accomplish the final extinction of the debt at no very * 
remote day, without the imposition of a dollar tax upon the citizens 
of the state. 



hvii suppose the citizens of the stale will agree to bear a tax of. 
6ne half of one per cent, upon their property, annually, for ten 
yfears, at the end of that time the state will find she has a capital of 
five millions invested in internal improvements, which, in addition to 
the increased value of the property of the state, will yield from tolls 
an annual revenue, equal to the public expenses of her govem- 
nient, admitting those e xpenses to be greatly augmented beyond 
What they now are. 

What amount of debt incurred for the benefit of posterity, as 
well as for the present generation, justice and sound policy would 
require to be left for posterity to pay, is a question about which there 
miay be a diversity of opinion; but it would seem reasonable to 
suppose that^all those who partake of the benefit, should be justly 
chargeable with a portion of the expense incurred in obtaining 
i^. The internal improvement of the state, would be commenc- 
ed when the whole value of its real and personal property is esti- 
mated at one hundred millions, with a population of little more than 
four hundred thousand souls — a great portion of the debt would be 
extinguished, when not only the value of the property of the state, 
but its population would be more than doubled. 

Who then can doubt the ability of Maryland, not only to adopt, 
but to finally perfect a system of internal improvement, which shall 
gteatly promote her agriculture and her manufactures, and draw to 
h^r emporium the commerce of the west, by the valley of the Poto« 
mac, and also the trade of the north, by the great river Susquehanna. 
*• Great works can no more be executed by communities, than by 
individuals, without adapting the means to the end. Communities 
may dpeak of millions as fearlessly as individuals may of thousands, 
or hundreds. Either may expend the treasure they possess advan- 
tageously, by rendering new sources tributary to the augmentation 
of their wealth. 

It will be asked, what is the true policy which Maryland ought 
now to pursue?— -The answer is plain; a splendid example has been 
ahewn her by the state of New York. Let her follow this example, 
and the result to her cannot fail to be equally propitious for her in- 
terests. Let her hold out every inducement in her power to the 
general government, to open a canal communication between the 
Potomac, at the District of Columbia and the Ohio river, at some point 
where steam boat navigation is always attainable, even if the surren- 
der of the sovereignty over a portion of her territory and waters be 
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necessary to enable congress to construct and maintain a work so 
important to the union, and deeply interesting to this state. 

Let Maryland do more; let her pledge the faith of the state, to 
extend such canal as may be made by the general government, to the 
Patapsco, in order that an internal communication may be continued 
from the Ohio river through Maryland, the states of Delaware and 
New Jersey to New York; relying upon her own superior advanta- 
ges for the detention of a sufficient portion of the trade, to amply 
remunerate her for any expenses she may incur in its construction. 
The expense of extending the great western canal, from the Poto- 
mac to the Patapsco, a distance of forty or fifty miles, would be 
altogether inconsiderable, when compared with the profit which 
would result to the state from making her emporium the great de- 
pot for all the trade of the western country, between the Alleghany 
mountains and the falls of Ohio, if not even to the mouth ot that 
river. Would not Maryland, under such circumstances, furnish the 
tonnage for the transportation of the produce of this vast region of 
country to foreign markets.^ And suppose that only five hundred 
thousand barrels of fiour additional, independently of all other 
articles, were exported from her ports, at an average freight of one 
dollar per barrel, would not her citizens, from their labour, add to 
her wealth, half a million of dollars annually; to which may be ad- 
ded the wealth that would flow into her, from her ability, on chei^per 
terms than any other state, to supply the western country with her 
manufactures, her iron and the produce of her fisheries. 

It has been shewn, that Maryland, at the rate of population con- 
tained for each square mile in England, Scotland and Wales, is 
capable of sustaining two millions seven hundred and twenty thou- 
sand, two hundred and fifty inhabitants. But admit that her popu- 
lation shall not exceed one hundred to each square mile of her 
territory, her population will then be one million three hundred and 
ninety -five thousand; a number which, with her peculiar advantages 
properly developed, it is not unreasonable to suppose, will at some 
period not very remote, be contained within her borders. 

From such a population, engaged in all the pursuits of agriculture 
commerce and manufactures, no revenue that can ever be required 
foi the support and maintenance of the laws; the establishment and 
extension of public works; or, what is of still more importance, a 
well organized system of education, which shall ensure to all her 
children the liglits of knowledge, can ever be oppresive or burthen- 
some. 



IS 

Having endeavored to show, that the interest of the United 
States, at large, will be greatly promoted bj the prosecution of a li- 
beral and extensive system of internal improvement, which shall 
extend its benefits to every portion of the union, and that no consti- 
tutional impediment now exists to their government immediately 
commencing such works; and also, that the state of Maryland is 
equally interested in the adoption and prosecution of a liberal sys- 
tem of internal improvement, within her own limits; and that her 
resources are amply sufficient to meet any expense she may incur 
in effeclinga work, calculated in so great a degree to increase her 
population and augment her wealth, I committhe resolutions, which 
I have had the honour of submitting, to your candid consideration, 
with an assurance that if the principles they contain shall be found 
objectionable, that any others which may be proposed, and which 
shall present a reasonable prospect of accomplishing a work in 
which I feel that all my interests are united, shall have my most 
cordial approbation]and support > 
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